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READ ER 


Ince the time that Tpubliſh'd a Book, 

led, The Hiſtory of Infant- 

| ptiſm, containing many Quotati- 
| ons i* the Ancients on that Subject, 
which make the Book too large for Poor 
People to buy or to read; T have been ad. 
, viſed by ſome Friends to whom I owe a 
. Deference, to draw up for the uſe of the 
Poor, a ſhort Summary of the Evidences 
therein given ( making References to the 
larger Boot) and of the Proofs and Rea- 
ſons from Scriptare, relating to that Pra- 
dice. I have not found it very feazable to 
| bring, a Controverſte into ſo narrow a Com- 
ö paſs : and am forc d, for Brevity's-ſake, to 
refer to my own Book, not only for what I 
have there ſaid my el but alſo for what 
T have there quoted from the Fathers and 
others. Which would not be very modeſt, 


| Gut that I could more readily and briefly 
| ee refer 


42 2 AC E. by 

refer to that, and you alſo may more ra- 
dily have recourſe to that, than to the Fa- 
thers Works, Tou will find there their 
own Words at large, and the Book and 
Chapter whence they are copieds Tis men- 
tim d in the References only by this Word 
Hiſt. 1 | 

And in this Conference thoſe that deny 
Infant-Baptiſm, are named ( not Anabap- 


tiſts, which Name they diſowy, but.) Anti- 

pœdobaptiſts : and thoſe that practiſe Js. 5. 
fant-Baptiſm, are named Pœdobaptiſts. 
In the Conference P. repreſents one that 
has formerly had Doubts about TInfunt- 


Baptiſm, Þut 75 now ſatisfied And A. on 
that has now ſuch Doults. 

I pray God to keep us all in the Ways 
of Truth and Unity. | 
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Regneration in al old Books denotes / Baptfe, 
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Difference in Opinion concernin the as 

or Manner of receiving Let. # nö, 
Heier: Cauſe of renouncing Commugion, | Pag. 
2, 35 &c. 

The Duty of the People to conſult their Paſtors 

concerning any Doubt in Religion, before they 


ME na for it, p. 10, &c. 
e proper Tranſlation of Mat. 28. 19. and. of 
John 3. 3, 5. P. IF, &c. 

Infant not unc apable of being Mo into 
 Tvenant with God, Fe 

* "avenant of Ci ircumci ſion, as pirit Co- 

a. P. 18 


fant baptiz'd by the Jews, and called in their 
Language, Proſelytes, or Diſciples Which 
teaches us to under ſtand our Saviour's words, 

Matt. 28. 19. Make Diſciples all Nations, 


25, 


M . | P34 

How an Infant i 1 Aal to be regenerated by the 
Spirit, 34 3 

The Cale of an Inf fant dying lee p. + 

The Pelagians thought that he might be 2525 | 


but yet not go to Heaven, . p. 37 
An Opinion of, ſome, that all Infants, of Ha- 

thens, &c. go to Heaven, Ts 
The Import 0 i our Saviour's Saying, Mark 10. 

14. P- 38 


An 
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„ oo the fourth, mn 55 
"> — the ſeveral S etts b Ben, as wel As 


Andin the ſecond, _ V 4 


Ar Erica of 5 Senſe in cb . paul 
CIS that ſome Children were holy, 1 Cor. 2 


P. 40 
Na St. Auſtin nor Pelagius e heard 
* /of any Ani par dbb pri, "B08 
Terr: Conmitns on 1 Cor. v. 14. p. 50 
Baptiſm is to us inſtead of Circumei * and. 


i called the Chriſtian Circumciſion, Col 2. 


The Reaſon why fo minute a thing 160 circum. 


 ciſins or bapticing of Infants, is "ſeldom mer. 
einn d in the Scripture-Hiſtory, p. Ct, wo , 
Proof that the Primitive Chriftialt# prattiſed; £ 

fant-Baptiſmin the cr Pp 68 , 


Aud in the third,” . 7572 


the Catholits, © n p. 76 


8 f | ee Ar. Danyers in quoting of 
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times, 


 Trſtances of Chr: ian, Children geren 5 


been leſt unboptir d, prov'd to be fa, p77 


The Manner of Bapriſmr in the primitibt times 
of < and the Signification of the Word, to baptize, 
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2 MA Conference between two Men 


P. Icrave your Pardon: tis more than 1 
knew. You were not accounted of that Opi- 
nion in my time: And I remember that your 
Children were Chriſtned. i 

A. 1 was not then of that Opinion ſo 

_ abſolntely as lam now. But 1 had 3 . * 

Doubts of the Lawfulneſs of Infant Baptiſm; 

aw hich have ſo far increaſed ſince, that they 
have turn'd the Scale with me; and I intend, 
God willing, to adviſe my Children (hen 

They are capable) to receive Baptiſm in the 
due way, and to receive it ſo my ſelf; and 


Rus 
if 


p 


Had before this time, but that I find ſome _ __ | 


difficulty in getting one to baf ze me. 
P. I thought they had bin vet "forward f / 
do that Office to any one tha, is of this. 


A. Yes. To one that is of their 0 
in all things. But I, tho? of their Opinion 
for adult Baptiſm, yet have, I thank God, big 
made throughly ſenſible of the Sin of Divi; 
fron (1 ), Separation, and * m- 

mumion with an Elſtabliſh'd Church, 


Holding ſome Errors, provided they be 

mn pch as do evert the Foundation of Chriſtiag 
Faith; and therefore am deſitous to continue 
i Communion : and they don't much care 
for Baptizing ſuch an one. And indeed 1 


as not very inclinable to receive it at their 
hands, becauſe of their Schiſm ; but had ra- 
ther have received it from ſome Miniſter of 


the 


WF. 
T0 © 


| about Tnfant-Baptiſm. J Y- 
the Church, of whoſe Ordination to the Mi- 
niſtry Jam much better ſatisfied : But I find 
that cannot be obtain d. Meade 
1 P. Will not the Miniſters of the Church 

baptize you by dipping, if deſired ? 


* 


LL 


A. Yes, very willingly; and the Ru- 
brick (2) preſcribes it in the firſt place; if 
the, Rerfon be willing to venture his Health, 


| Which I am very willing to do, being fatis- 

N that going into the Water has more of 
Fright than Hurt in it. But they will reſuſe 

it fo me, becauſe they reckon my Baptiſm. 

| received in Infancy, to be a Baptiſm rightly 

Tony adminis and conſequently, that the baps 

titing me w, would be proper Anabapriſm> 

| which bo fides hold do be an unfiting 

thiro., no thoſe that have ask'd em, 

8 and * b ould not give it em: and indeed 

| | Nd crinciple cannot. So that it were 

| » **er kor me, if I had had Antipœdobaptiſt 

|  » ents : for then the Miniſters would, wil- 

2 Jy have baptized me now, 

F. What do you think to do in this 

« Caſe? | "+ | . | 

| I bear that there are in ſome Parts of © 

England are that are more for 

| a-generaf Communion of all Saints, and that 

dogither contiuue in the Commumon of the 

eſtabliſh'd Church themſel ves, or at leaſt 

willebaptize a Man that does; and that do 

not require that when one renounces the 


(2) Part 2. cu. A $ 2, - 
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kant. Faptiſm my ſelf, and co 


indeed was hke to fall away her than 
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Devil and Wickedneſs, one muſt alſo re- 
nounce all the Catholick Church except 
themſelves. And I think to find out ſome 
ſuch Man: For I would willingly fo receive 
my Baptiſm, as to keep my old Creed, and 
own (3) the Catholick Church and the Com- 
munon of Saints: and be baptizud into the 


Chriftian Church, as ſuch, and not intg an 7 


particular Sect. 1 want ſuch A Man as 
Tombs was. % 

P. I do the more heartily pi ey Four Gal 
becauſe I have had great Do be about ,1n- 
- ngder 
it kime 


And 


em for ſome Years, and durin 
felt great perplexity of Conſci 


yon are like to do: for I ſhoula@ e ne 
totally over to em, and ſhonld ne av 
forſaken the Church, but ſhould e bee 
propably by this time a great Hater o 
and raiPd againſt it as many of them 

For as for the way that you take, it would 

have come into-my Mind : 'Tis you know, 
more ſpokep againſt, than either of the other. h 
Yon will be call'd a Jack on both ſides, " 
Halter between two Opinions. 


A. Ido not halt between rifo Gpinions "+ 


but do, by a Perfwaſion that is now hymly 
fettled, hold theſe two things: f. That 


the Doctrine of infant. Raptilfn a is bby 


260. That one is not to ſeparkte?, pr 


Hi art 2. CEIX S. 10 fes. 323. 
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her Ex 
| LE . en: but I read the mean while 


* Ch, XI. 5. 7. it. 9. 4. 3 AQ LE 
Ky <= | By \ d % "the 


about Infaut-Baptiſm: 7 
Church meerly for ſome Error held, or er- 
roneous Practice uſed, by them; provided 
this Error be not ſuch as does cvert the Foun- 
dation: And this is owned in the Confeſſiom 
' of Faith, of 100 Churches of Antipadobaptiſts, 
Printed at London 1599. (4) And it appears 
- alſo by plain Conſequences from what they 


there ſay, (4) That they themſelves do not 


re this Error to be ſuch. 

P. What] Do thoſe 100 9 live 
theoia Communion with the Church of Eng- 
land ? Ordo, they ſeparate from it, as all the 
Antipadobaptiſts about vs, you fee, do? 
| J. 2 Know. But by their 
dio . they ought to hold ene 
** Church will admit em. 


„vice a Infant is baptizd ? You 

va at- Join In thoſe Prayers. 

9 Not in all of 'em. (6) That God 

A bleſs. the. Infant, and that ( in caſe hg 
ſtorie) God would make. him a 

Man, L pray with, the. reſt. To the 
rayers in that Form of baptizing 1 


me Ooh 


mY in the Bible. 
Rule, not only the Antipados 


It much more. the Presbyterians, 


they bold their particular Opinions. 


7 0 &c. ought to come to Church, 
An 


(4) iCh. 26, 27. (5) In the Preface, (5 E. * 


4 £do.you do when. in. the: time of 


dy tue ſame Rule, put the caſe that 


NA 
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the Church of England ſhould declare for | 
your Opinion of Antipedobaptiſm, and e- 
ſtabliſn it by Vote in Convocation and by | 
1 Law ; Land others that believe Infant- Bap: 
| eiſm to be the right way, onght not een in | 
that caſe to forſake her Communion : but on 
Jy getting our own Children bapriz'd, ought 
in other things to hold Communion. 7 N 
| A. I do conceive it clear from Scripture 
1 that both theſe your Conſeqbences are trus | 
f provided yon and they may be admitt 5 
without declaring anyAſient andCofifent.con+ | 
trary to your own Opinions. And i Church 
9 of Eng land does not require * ch (83 
1 Aſſent and Conſent in order LA, 
FH  Yminken. Antitis hig alſo fro. "wary 


— — — — — 


that ſuch Communion ought to b = % 
A: and that the Man ſo joining ougl. ws? 
15 all that cauſe Diviſions, Rom. 16. 17. 
4 renounce Communion with em) tho?.t 
1 Dividers may hold Opinions which he ti 
4 to be truer in ſome particular Matters. — 


|. in a word, That all Chriſtians in the World 
f that hold the ſame Fundamentals, "ought? to 
make one Church, tho” differing in leſſer O- | 
pinions: And that the Sin, the Miſchief, 
and Danger to the Souls of Men that 9 85 
5 


into thoſe many Sects and Parties among 


4 does ( for the moſt of em con{ift nat 
| much in the Opinions themſelves, as in their 


dividing and ſeparating for em. 


| 

| | 

| . 2. Ch. XI. S. 6, (8) Ibid. J. 2. | 
| (7) Hifte part 2, « (8) Bid. * This | 


1 — 


* 
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8 P. This way of yours, if praQicable, would 
re at once God knows how many Miſchiefs. 
ut du ſee the World is not of your Senti- 
ment: For as ſoon as they fall into any par- 
ticular Opinion in Religion, tliey ſer Pp. * 
ſeparate Church for it. 

A. Not all the World. *Tis only E a 
and Holland where this Humour does ſo _ 
nerally-prevail. In other Parts of Chriſten- 
dom they ( tho? holding different Opinions, 
Jet) dg account Schiſm for em a great 
;Wickedgeſs.and a great Miſchief. And, to 


pen yas they are in the Right in thinking 


"fo 1 wil C becauſe you ſeem not to have 
- confifder's is matter ſo well as ſome others) 
refer von 5 ſome plain Places of Seripture: 
which® ou rug now to. peruſe, I will 
de + de while. See what our Saviour. 
him. zif —ies, John 10. 16. Jolm 17. 11. And 
what the primitive Chriſtians practis d, An. 
2. 46. It, 4. 32. And what St. Paul ſaies, 
Gor &10, 11,12. I. 2. 3, 4. I. the whole 

welftf Chapter. Eph, 2. 18, &. to the end. 
Whete 2 leich and Gentile Chriſtians 
2 5 7 be one Body, one Houſbold, one 
| . tog 2 and yet theſe 
— Re Opinions in ſeveral mat 
ters. 9 v. 6. Ch. 4. v. I, to 13. PH. 
2. 1, 2. Where he uſes the molt ſolemn Ad- 
jnrations to this pur po fe. But I would more 


elpecially , to you the reading of 


Gal. F. 20, 21. Phil. 3. 15, 16. The 14th' 
Chapter to the Roman and part of the 13 th, 
* B 4 to 


f 7 


that he reckons Seditions and Here, 

em. | And thoſe are the Words 7 ha 
be commonly denotes Parties, Factions, Di- 
viſions and Schiſms in the Church: as ap- 
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to v. 7. And alſo Rom. 16 17. K 
you read em? * 

P. Yes, [ have. And 1 thank you 
recting me to em. For tho! t & 
of zem but what I had read befot 


had not minded how fully applicable they 


are to this purpoſe. 
A. Are they not plain, full and oy ? 
Do you find any of the controverted Points 
to be determin'd by Scripture in Words 
nigh ſo plain or pathetic ? Whatever Diſ- 
utes be rats'd, whether ſuch or ſuch a Point 
a Fundamental; there can be g Doubt 
but this is one cf the moſt * '2mental of 
all. - You ſee in that of Gal x 


all certainly exclude Men fr 


ars by comparing 1 Cor. 11. 18749 and 
Fvera other Places. 


P. JI obſerve ſome of theſe Places'to re- 


quire that we ſhould he like-winded,” of the 
fame mind, mind the ſame things, &c. Do not 
theſe mean, that we muſt be all of one-Opt- 
nion: which is the thing that we find fo be 
impoſſible Rane 
A. I have read a Book of Biſhop Stillins- ; 
Feet, called The A e of Se aration; 
which ſbews (90 that the Original Words 


(9) Part 2. h. 17, 18, 19. 
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UL 


"ec St" Paul 
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about Infant- Baptiſm. 

in thoſe Places do ſignifie no other than 
what we ſay in Enghſh, Unanimous.” And 
Men may be vnanimous in the joĩnt-Worſhip 
of tho? they be not of the ſame mind 
all cu} able things. And he alſo plam- 
. that that Command of St: 

14 „16. is to be applied fo; vi. 
Lap, Pap 1 4 er about the Lawfulneſs or- 
Neige of ſome particular Practices, 
i to be hgped that God will in time bring 


us c 8 rige and uniform Underſtanding: 
offem# bur chat in the mean time we ſhould: 


a hits ereunto we have attained, or, 
— |, pf E agreed, worſhip God with a 
Join e f W orſhip: But this is more 
tay ard ainly commanded by St. Paul. 
in thats er Place, Rom. Chap. 14. and Ch. 
157. 0 v. where giving Rules to thoſe: 
kad uiffer'd in Opinions, he orders 'em not 
to judge or deſpiſe one another for them: 
but to e one anothen; meaning, to Chri- 
ſtian*Communion and Brotherhood, as the 
Scope f the place ſhews. 
F. That Hiace is indeed fall to this Pur-- 
poſe. And the Command he gives with ſuch 
Eargeſtneſs, Rom; 16:..17. to av, thoſt' 
oy canſe viſions, is a plain Proof. that? 
ht not only to beware that we do not 
= elves make any Diviſion; but* alſo to? 
agi bol that do. But ſome ſay, Baptiſm» 
"is 4 Fundamental: and therefore that they, 
that er about it cannot be of one Com. 


B 5 | Thar 
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A- That Baptiſm is a Fondamental, I av 
inclin'd to be of their Opinion; it is ſo 
Plajnly commanded in Scripture, and fo: 
much ſtreſs laid on it. Which makes me a- 
ma d at the Quakers and ſome of the Sori 
nians that call themſelves Chriſtians while 
they reject it But the Parties we ſpeak of, 


do, both of em, own Baptiſm: they differ 


—— 


—— — — 


only about the Age or Manner of 1 5 


It. 


P. Well. Upon the whole matter 1 am 


Fnſible what Thanks I owe to God for re- 
ſtraining me from the Error of A 


attended with the Sin of Schiſe“ which is, 
= ten times worſe than E der i 


4: 1: ſhalt be oblig'd to- yau, it will 
let me know the Grounds upon luci. you 
avercame the Inclination to that which you 
7 call an Error, but I think is the Eruthe for 
4 you ſay you were once inclin'd: tot: Were 
| it not that you ſeem a ſerious Man, Ihould 
be afraid that you overcame it as People. 
uſe to overcome any good Motion, of Con- 


Wo 3. vic. by ſtifling the. Conyiction;you. 


P. Not ſo: But-I had certainly yielded- 
y ſelf up to it, if I had notconſhlted ſome 


; of moreUnderſtauding than my ſelf; and par- 
ticularly Mr. B the Miniſter of the Pai 
Telive in, And I would craye leave 
you whether you haye taken the ſame 


— 
1 4 
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baptiſm, which would in my aſe hate. deen. je 


Tx 


about Infant-Baptiſm 11 
i. @xhether you did propoſe to him that 
has the Cure of vour Soul, or ſome other 
Miniſter, your Doubts about your Baptiſin 
received in Infancy, before you came to this 
Reſolpeton of renouncing it. | 
* Þþ Ht: | confeſs l have nor, b 
FP. How then can you acquit this Courſe 
of yours from being raſh and precipitate in 
à matter af ſo great Moment? Thofe Men, 
who, baving Doubts concerning any Pra- 
_ - »Qſegzor any Doctrine received in the Church, 
di ve all Means that are in their Power for 
clearing of the Truth; if they be yet at laſt* 
miſtaken in judging ; and the Error do, after 
( heir beſt Endeavours for Information; ap- 


ear to them to be the Truth; will, as we 
re to hope, obtain an eaſie Pardon 
oor tor their Miſtake. But it ſeems © 
plaialy to be a Sin of Preſumption in any 
of us to alter our own Heads a Practice: 
fo univerſally. receiv d in Chriſt's- Church, 
with ſo much as conſulting thoſe that are 
oven the Lord, to ſee whether they can 
giveany Satisfaction to our Objectione . Von 
would not do fo with a Title of Land con- 
veyed to you in your Infancy: If you 
thought you had diſcover d any Flaw in yaur- 
on itle, you would confult a Lawyer, be- 
fore jou threw it up to ſeek for a net one? 
Ii did not otherwiſe perceive you to be a 
conſcientious Man, and converſant in tbe 
Scriptutęs, I ſnould queſt ion whether yon 
4adidegra'd thoſe firſt Chriſtian Leſſdns af: 


as F% 


2. 4 Conference Fetween two Men 
Humility and Modeſty; which teach us not 


#0 be wiſe in our own Concerts. This Duty of 


hearing and regarding our Spiritual Goides 
and*Paſtors is enjoined in Texts of Scripture 
as plain and expreſs as thoſe you recommend- 


ed to me. Eph. J. 11, 12, 13, 14. Where tis 


men to be necetſary for us, in oder to. 


our Preſervation, from being rofſed to and fro, 
earricd about lb * wind of new Doctrine. 


Allo 1 TH. 12, 13. Heb. 13. 17. Malucbi 


2.7, and many othek ſuch Places, Tam fure 


it 15 that without which 1 ſhould. have been 


wngone. 
A. What” I faid before againſt Diffs, 
may ſatisſie you, that 1 am no Delpiler 


the Church or the Miniſters the bee hf 


have read many of the Books wr. 155 
well as thoſe againſt, Infant-Bapti. ſb 
af the former are written by Miniſters: And 
"tis in their Books that we Expect the beſt 
of their Reaſons and proof. 

P. Lhad done the ſame: | but: 1 find that 
that without the other, is not nigh M feful: 
A living Guide at hand, to cradle things 
that are ohſcure, anſwer any emergent Ob- 
jection,, inforce and clear an Argument 
where it feems deficient, &c. isa Help grea· 
ter than ons would think. A Man that can 
read a- good Phyſic-book, may think Himſel 
able to preſcribe. Medicines. to himſelf out of- 


ns but he commonly makes mad Work. oh, 
; ifthe go about it. Beſide that, in this. 


Go off! Spiritual. Direction, theſe. Ir 
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Men whom God has appointed to watch 
for our Souls as they that muſt give account: 
n he is moſt likely to give a Bleſſing to his 
| 1 own means. 
«1 . Did you find Mr. . willing to dif- 
| 4 cqurſe calmly and friendly with you? I have 
| heard that they generally are apt to deſpiſe 
2 Man that comes with theſe Scruples ; and 
> rather to chide, deride, and perhaps hate 
mim; chan patiently bear his Reaſons, and 
take pains to ſatisfie him. 
P. I had heard the ſame. But I found by 
| Experience that there is nothing more con- 
Ararytg Truth than that Inſinuation; which * 
er * or been rais'd on purpoſe to ob- 
he Fruit of their Miniſtry. They do 
Bntrary own that this is one of their 
l proj — that one of the greateſt 
\ Diſcouragements they meet with, is, to find 
that People have ſo little Regard for their 
Advice and Aſſiſtance, as not co ſend for 
\ em when they are ſick, conſult em when 
theyars ig any Doubt, Ge. When 1 bad, 
courſe with any Antipœdobaptiſts, 
with y new Argument or Objection 
| that did puzzle me, and came to him with 
| Qt; be 4 only patiently give me the 
. ® hearing, but. alſo ſhew'd an unwillingneſs tg. 
| t with me, till he had given full Satisfa- 
Nen my Mind: : Or if the Caſe requir'd; 
| Be Wotld te ſhew me ſome Book to read at my 
Filter, where that matter was more fully 


e In a word, as 1 haye occaſion, to 
| Tove: 
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love him hetter, ſo I am ſatisfied that he 
loves me better than he did before | gave 
him that Trouble. 


A. may then perhaps take your Advice, 


and diſcourſe with our Miniſter or ſome o- 
ther, before I fully reſolve. But in 0 — 4 


time I deſire you to let me know 


were the chief Reaſons by which Mr. B. 4 1 


tisfied you, 


P. It was the Work of ſereral Cunſerell & 
ces, reading of Books and Places of Seri- 


pture, to which he referred me. And you 
can't think that the Subſtance of all that 


can be given in this Half-hour without great 


Diſadvantage to the Force of the 


18 
ment. 5 
A. I ſhall make Allowance for that. 


Iy tell me the chief Heads of Matters. Iwill 
conſider, confer and read Books about em 


at my leiſure. 
P. He firſt adviſed me (ſeeing I had at: 


ready read and thoug 


the Reaſons and Objections brought S 
Antipœdobaptiſts I could anſwer my ſe 


they bring many Arguments, ſome of more 
Weight, ſome of leſs, and ſome of none ade 


- A. This was a good Method, both to 
ſhorten the Diſpute, and make it moxe dis 


ſtint and clear. 
P. I told him; That, 


11. 1 did already onderſtand that in; the: 


Text 


ht much of that mat 
ter ) that I would let him know vchich 6f- 


- 
— — — — —— — — 


af 
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Text of St. Mar. 28. 19 (which is the chief Ac- 
| count of Chriſt's Commiſſion to baptize the 
| Nations) 60 ye therefore, and teach all Na- 
| tiger, baptizing em. The Word which is 
tranſl Teach, does not properly 
ſignifie rb; bot male Diſciples. Or, 
„ Bb: Or (to exp reſs it in one 
| 1 Word as gur Saviour does) 22 le all the 
© Nations, 9 * to me all the Nations, 
daptizing Em 
A. Well. That is granted by all the un- 
derſtanding Men of our Opinion. 

2). That whereas in the Text of John 
22 "Excep t a Man be born of Water and of 
pirit, Te cannot enter into the Kingdom of 
WW 3 Antipedobapriſts do catch ** 
' - ef the Word, (2) Man, there, and ſay 
muſt be a Man grown, and: not a Child; 1 
| underſtood that to be a Miſtake proceeding 
4 trom Ignorance of the original Word - and 

| that our Saviour's own Word: is ſuch as ſig- 

nifies; any one, Or, any Perſon, Man, Wo- 

\ - man, or Child, | 

| A. But was not this to yield the whole 

matter at once? For if no Perſon, Man, Wo- 

man vr Child: can in. God's ordinary w 4 

. Mer the Kingdom of God without Baptiſm 3 

not this a Proof that Children as well a8 
— muſt be baptia dꝰ?ꝰ 

1 P. I do think ſo now; that this Text is. 


— — 


——— — 


— 
gon — — ꝶU— —[— 


enougli to carry the whole Diſpute before it. 
* F $. 3. p. 377: (2). Hi % 


Bot 
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But I thought then that tho' the Words be 
general, yet we muſt interpret em with a 

Limitation to ſuch Subjects as are capable of | 
the thing ſpoken of: and I could not them A 
| conceive that a Child, tho? he might be bofrfm 
| of Water, could be aid to be bot of the | 
Spirit. And beſides; I queſtion'Ewheth 3 


| by that Phraſe [ born of Water 40 the S a 
: 744 ] was meant Baptiſm at all: or whethert | * 
; it were only an Allegorical Phral , Qenoting 


by the word, Mater, only the internal Clean- +» 
fi ing or Sanctifcation of the Heart (3). But 
theſe things he cleared to me afterward. / &. | 
Another thing which l owned of my ſelf; / | 
was, That I was ſatisfied that a Child is na: | | 
vncapable of being enter'd into a Covenant 
with God. For this was the expreſs Order | 


of God himſelf; Deut. 29. 10,1t,12. Ton 

and this day all of you before the Lord your 

Captains, &c. your little ones, &c. that thou: 

| ſbouldſt enter into Covenant with the” Cord thy. 
1 Cod, and into his Oath. And that they might, | 

1 and did, receive in their Infancy an out- oe 

ward Sacrament, viz. the Sacrament of Cir- F 

cumciſion, as a Seal of this Covenant, is al- 

ſo plain and confeſſed. So that 1 my ſelf 

was able to ſee the weakneſs, of all thoſe. Ar- 

gurnents in the Books of the AntipedobapMy 

tiſts which repreſent an Infant's being en- 

1 ter'dinto.any Covenant at all with God, as. 

| an abſurd or ridiculous thing: and that 1 ac- 


— — ——— —_, —_ — 


| G Ef. port 2. ch. & f. 3.7 . 
1 TEN counted. 


a; 4 
9 ® 


* » — 


| 
* 


— 
— 
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counted all ſuch their Sayings as make a 
Mock at this ( becauſe: the Child has no 


Senſe ) to be very profane; as caſting a 
Reproach on the Wiſdom and former Con- 


duct of God himſelf in appointing Circum- 
cCiſion to Children eight Days old. 
Moreover, whereas ſome of 'em ſay, That 


| this Covenant which the little ones were en- 


. ter'd into, and which was ſealed to them by 
' Glxcumciſion, was only a carnal Covenant 


o 


to give em the Land of Canaan, and te: en- 


gage em in ſome carnal Ordinances, and 
- contained no Spiritual Privilege or Engage- 
ment in it; I could ſee my ſelf the Falſnood 
of that Pretence. For in Gen. 17. where 


Circumciſion to the Infants is inſtituted, the 


Style of the Covenant is; Walk before me, 


and be thou perfect. And on God's part, not 
only to give em the Land of Canaan, but 
thus; To be a God to thee, and to thy Seed af. 
ter thee, D. 7. And ſo likewiſe in the fore- 


ſaid place of Deut. 29. (where the little ones 
are enter d)) That he may be a God unto thee. 
And in Ch. 30. (which is one continued Re- 


cital of the Terms of the Covenant then 
enter d) And the Lord thy God will circum- 


ciſe thine Heart, and the Heart of thy Seed, to 
love the Lord thy God with all thine Fart, &C. 


v. 6. And on the Man's Part, v. 16. To tove 
the Lord, to walk in his ways, to keep his Com- 


mandments, &c. Theſe ſurely are Spiritual 
Things, and what our Saviour calls, the firſt 
and great Commandment 5 


And 


7 
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And for the Covenant of the Ten Com. 


mandments in Horeb, I perceiv'd that it was 


made with the Infants as well as others. For 
40 years after (when all (4) that were 20 


year old at the giving the Law, were dead in 


the Wilderneſs ) Moſes ſaies, Dent. 5. 2, 3. 
The Lord made a Covenant with us in Horeb: 


Even with us who are all of us alive here this 


day, Moſt of theſe were Infants and little 


Children at that time. So that I counted it 
plain, that Infants may be enter d into a C 


venant with God, to do ſome ſpiritual Du- 
ties hereafter, of which they at preſent. can 
have no Knowledge or Senſe; and to receive 
ſome ſpiritual Privileges. ! > 

A. Whether yon call this Covenant, a 
carnal or a ſpiritual Covenant; The Right 


to it was conveyed down in a carnal Way 
from Father to Son by a fleſhly Generation: 
and was a particular Privilege of the Off- 


spring of Abraham's Body. - 
P. The Covenant had this property, that 


whoſoever was in it, had a Right to bring all 
his Children to be eater'd. into it in their 


Infancy. But this was not limited or con- 


fin'd to the Offspring of Abrahaw's Body: 


for the words are; (5) He that is born in the 
Houſe, or bought with Money of any Stranger, 


mhieh i not of thy Seed, & c. muſi be axrceumceſed. 


And ſo a Proſelyte was to cireumeſſe all his 


Males (6), and then he was to be a, one born 
(4) Numb. 14. 32, 33. it. 26. 64, 65. (5) Gen. 17. 


12,13. (6) Exods 1 2. 48, 49. 


11 


— — - 


* 


We 


P. This Diſpute ems to me only a con- 


Word: of the Covenati engaging 
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inthe Land. So that the Covenant extended 
then (as it does now) to all of any Nation 
that would come into it: and they were to 
bring into it all the Infant Children, not on- 
Iy of their own body, but all that they had 
bo legal Cuſtody or Poſfeſſion of. 
4 But here is a Queſtion hotly aiſpated, 
the Circumciſion given to theſe In- 


a ere to them 3 Seal of the Righteouſneſs - 


b. That it was ſo to Abraham himſelf, 

rely ſaid by St. Paul Rom. 4. 11. even 
that Faith, by which he is che Father of all 
br believe under the Goſpel. But the 
Anti peœdobaptiſts do 2 that it was ſo to 
the lafants, becauſe they were not capable 
of having any Faithy at e of their Ur- I 


For as the Peedo- 

iſts will not nd that it was to the 
— _ # Seal of any actual Faith then at 
preſent wrought in their Hearts: ſo the 


tentid about wor 


; —＋ cannot deny that ie was to the Infants 


the Seal of a Covenant then entred, by which 
„N they were engag'd to believe in 
true God when they came to Years of 
. For I quoted before, the very 
em to hve 
the Lord, to walk in his Ways, c. And 
that ſuppoſes Faith in him, 
And you may obſerve, that St. Pal in 
Rom. to. 6; 7, 8. when he is going to quote 
ſome paſſages out of that yery recital 8 the 
ve- 
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Covenant in Deut. 30. (into which the little 
ones were entred, Deut. 29. ) premiſes to the 
Quotation theſe words; But the Righteouſneſs 
which is of Faith ſpeaketh on this wiſe: And 
then having recited thoſe paſſages; he adds; 
Thu is the word of Faith which we preach. 

A. But do you think that the Covegant 
made to Abraham, tnto which the "ILL 


were admitted, did contain any Eng 
on God's part, to give an Eternal Life Meer 


this; which is the cheif thing in the Golpel , 


Covenant ? 158 rnb 
P. Not only I do think ſo: but all Cf 
ſtians, except the Socinians, And it is Wain 
by our Saviour's Words. For he at Matt. 
22. 31, proves to the Saaducees the Reſurte- 
ction of Abraham to eternal Life from theſe 
words; I am the God of Abraham. And 
thoſe very words had been part of the Co- 
yenant ſealed by Circumciſion. Theſe Sad- 
ducces were the only Men in the Jewiſh Church 
that denied the Reſurrection: and our Sa- 


S + * . 


viour here tells em, they err, not knowing. the 


Scriptures, ' But all the Orthodox Jews be- 


lieved and expected it, as we perceive by St. 


Paul's Appeal to them themſelves, Acts 24. 
15. And it was from this Covenant ( which 


was ſealed by Circumciſion) that they Ex- 


pRd %. n „ e ee 
A. It is, you know, diſputed between the twa 
Parties, whether Abraham's Covenant were 
the ſame with ours: The Antipœdobaptiſts, 
many of em, ſay, No: for ours is 115 

1/25 


ent- 


pF Infant-Baptiſmn 3 "Ul 


Heb. g. 6. a better Covenant, eft abliſhed upon 
better P. omi/es. 


which they. are agreed, and which is plain, 


is enough for our Purpoſe, viz. That in both. 


Adminiſtrations Faith in God, and Obedi- 
ence to him is requir'd, and a Faith alſo of 
: * Meſſiah; the Jews believing him as to 
meme as already come: And that in both 
thege gre deliver'd Promiſes both for this 
= for that which is to come: On 
* Account St. Paul, Gal. 3. 8. calls the 
by the Name of the Goſpel” preached 
— and at ver. 17. The Cove- 
before of Gad in Chriſt. And 
ln both of em there is gtanted the Di- 
rection und Aſſiſtance of the ſame Spirit- 
Fhey are alſo agreed omtfe otket hide, that 
now ſince the actual coming of Chriſt, there 
are more clear Revelations of the future 
Glory, greater and ſtranger Motives to 
Faith and Obedience (which if we neglect 
or deſpiſe, we ſhall be ſubject to greater 
Condemnation) à fuller and more particut 
lar Knowledge of the Nature and Offices of 
Chriſt, and of his Work of Redemptiaa 
wrought for us, Cr. Oh which Account 
purs may be called, in ſome Seniſe, a nr t- 
berttyi Covenant: tho? [the Subſtancelof the 


tchhidgs — enact, andere be 
the ſame; it o14 7 1 „d ne 
But the only thing that concerns cur. pre | 


my is this; That an Infant then 
was 


P. I know. itis ſo diſputed. But that hy. 
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was entred into a Covenant containing in 
it an Engagement to ſuch Spiritual Things 
as he could no more underſtand, than an In- 
fant now can underſtand the things cove- 
nanted at Baptiſm. 

So far therefore I told Mr. F. I could g 


of my ſelf in anſwering the Doubts and Ob- 


jections againſt lnfant-Baptiſm; that L-coul 
ſee plainly that an Infant is not uncapaiMe 
being enter'd into a Covenant wit 
obliging him to do and to believe ſome t 
hereafter (if he live) of which at preſent 
he can have no ſenſe; and that upoz 1% 
his Entrance he may be made imme el 
an Heir of Eternal Life by Covenant, which 
will hold good ſo long till he by actual ſins 
does break the faid Covenant. And that I 
conceived this Tranſaction, that was then 


done by God's Command in Spiritual things, 


to bear ſome Reſemblance to what we ſee 
every Day done in Temparal Affairs: name - 
Ty, a Deed of Land with Covenants is feal- 


ed to an Infant, and the Guardian in tze 


Infant's Name ſeals the Counterpart : There 


is no Difficulty in underſtanding that the 


Infant, when he grows up, muſt ( if he will 
hold that Land) perform the Covenants 
mentioned in the Deed; and that if he will 
not, he loſes all Right to that Inheritance; 


- 


4 


but. in the mean time the Derd is not iuſig- 
nificant, becauſe the Infant does not under 


Iz — C-"*” 


and it | 
_ A. You 


— . 


N : 
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A You granted that an Infant is not un- 
capable of all this; but that ſuch a thing is 
poſſible to be done, if God pleaſe: and that 
ſome ſuch thing was done by his Order in 
the Caſe of Circumciſion. But this does not 
pro ve, That (now ſince Circumciſion is abo-- 
iſhed 3 we {muſt ſet up any ſuch Practice in 
1 Things without an Order from 


No. So I thought then, that this does 
follow Neither do I think now that it 
ws meerly from thence; that becauſe an 
Lifant is capable of ſuch a Token of a Cove- 
nant as Baptiſm is, therefore it muſt be gi- 
ven to him. But this takes off the Force f 
all thoſe Arguments of the Antipœdobap- 
tiſts which they raiſe from the Inca of 
an Infant, One half of what they ſay, is, 
not only that God has nor order'd Infants 
to be baptix d; but alſo that it would have 
been an-abſurd or fooliſh thing to order it. 
And they do not mind, that all the Jeers 
I » they caſt ppon Baby: Bar 2 ( as they call 
5 it) taken Toa the lnel fade of an Infant 
5 for ſuch an holy Ordinance, do — — ld 
the Wiſdom of God, who. #pp6 
cumciſion, which by the ſame ie Rae "they 


call Baby Cirtrumti 7 2 
— B. alſo r Lig ere e | 4 


from Scripture that do much enfHFi˖m the 
Conſequence from the Uſe of Circumciſſon, 
to that of Baptiſm, But 1 am telling 
you as yet, only how: far 1 could argue r 
* en . 


* 
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' ſhould be enter'd (at leaſt by any vi“ 


| Bite le the Nation: bapti xing wan being 


A. Thus far you could go: and Ido not 


ſee but yon might go ſo far upon good 


Ground. What were che remaining . 
culties at which you ſtuck ? 


P. Nothing bur, that which you men- | 


2 juſt now. That tho there is no Rea- 
n but Chriſt might have order'd Ba ol Gp 


to lafants proportionably to the 
cumciſion ; yet that I could not ad 


had done ſo. And therefore + * d 
whether it were his meaning that 


Token) now, (tho' I ſaw plainly they 
formerly) becauſe neither he nor his. = 
ſtles * expreſſed any ſuch thing ( as it was 
plainly expreſſed 17 nor have. given 
us any Example of it in the New Teſta- 
ment. 1 

A. Well. That i is the Jet of all. * 
that was a thing in which 1 am ſure Mr. B. 


could. nod ſatis Jen. Pray, l he ſay 


to that? 
I Pee laid that! our Saviour” 8 Ng to 


in very ſhort and general Words, expreſſing 
only the Term, Nations, and not eſcend- 

ing de expreſs par ticularly the Sorts of. Per- 

ſons that make up the Nation; it was nec 


ary io) order to 570 50 whether he 


2 aud all, or only the Adult 


Men of * onions to 
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; 5 As - e A 
7 bp before that time % 
___ Church in n os 
yte 9 the Nations, that came. 18 
his 10 eatheniſm to the true Keligion, 
_ delir'd that he and his Childten might .be 
KR. into Ooxrenant wich the. true 
And that it was uſeful alſo to know bow - 
che Primitive Chriſtians. “ pur liv'd ls 
the Times of the Apoſtles as that t 
po tnow. what the Apoſtles orde 
* [nfants ) did praiſe this W 
1 
1 as to. the firſt of theſe thi 70 
| e (bat 1 > ks: 
fore) that ſuch a Proſelſte of the N; 
was wont to be : baptiz'd, an 
likewiſe. (8). . wag: 
1 4 79 n e 
cumcis' and, a * 9 
* b ee be 1 Þ ' 
rom 2 great many Paffages in, | 
ae of the the fei Wri "bots 


£7 
"Ea | 


72 the Cuſtorns of their Nation, doug 
tian the. baptizing of ſuch 11 


* " his Children, Male and Female, as | -1 
1 * 45 . OY Cs 

4 " Books a fat * -M 
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ke | Fp. The Books themſelves are written in tbe | 
Hebrew or Chaldee Language. But there are 
eral Engliſh and Latin Writers of un- 
geſtionable Credit, that do quote the pla- 
ö 


-t 


ces: ſuch as Dr. Hammond, Dr. Lightfoot, Mr. 
| Seiden, Ainſworth, &c. Of theſe he ſhewed 
iS and lent me ſome, and directed me to o- | 
—kkers? They do produse the Words of the | 
Jewiſh Writers, name the Book and Page, 
and giye the Tranſlation. He tent me allo 
# Book call'd,” The Hiſtory of Infant-Bapr”” 
where (as in the Book it ſelf, are g 

the Paſlages of the eldeſt Chriſtians « 


cerning their baptizing Infants, ſo ) in the 
p Apen the chief of theſe places con- 
1H ning the Jewiſh Baptiſm are collected; 
1s and References given to the Books before - 
E named, and a great many others, for any ) 
bl | , one that will, to find more of the ſame. I | 
i pent two or three Weeks in getting and 
„ reading theſe Books abont the Jewiſh Pap- 
1 tiſm of Proſelytes and their Children, an? i 
1 | | «tft was fully ſatisfied that they had ſuch _ fk 


a Cuſtom 7 and Ivnderſtand by a late Book © 
of Leo Modena (9). and by ſome other Ac- | 
counts that they have the ſame Cuſtom ſtill, © 
If any Proſelyte come over to them. And 

[4 1 found that tho. there was a Diſpute (1) be- 

+ | Tween. Dr. Hammond on one fide, and Mt. 

it | Je and Mr. Tombs ( who was the moſt F 

| earned of the Antipedobaptiſts ) on the 


He the Jong, part 5+ ch. 2. (1) Hi Intre- 


[44k } 


. . was 5 


about Infant-Baptiſm. 5 27 


other ſide Concerning the Children of natu- 


ral Jews, yet they all agree, that the Infant- 
Children of Proſelytes were baptized. And 


that it was a common Phraſe with them to 
call fuch Infants, Proſelytes, as well as their 
Parents. For they have ſuch Sayings as theſe; 

(2) If with 4 Proſelyte his Sons and his 
Daughters be made Profelytes ;, that which. 5s 


, done by their Father, redounds to their good. 


% 


And again. 


— 


) A Proſelyte that is under Axe, Fr bap- 


$ 175 pon the Knowledge ( or Profeſſion ] of 


the Howe of Judgment [| i. e. the Synagogue 
or Church of the Place ] And they become to 


him 4 Father. And again. 


A. Iſraelite that takes alittle Heathen Child, 
or finds an Heathen Infant, and baptizes him 


for a Proſelyte : Behold he is a Proſelyte, Mai- 


mon. Halach. 4ibdim. c. 8. For it ſeems that 
was their Cuſtom with Infant Children 
whom they either took in War, or found 
expos'd in the High-ways by their Heathen 


Parents. Of which you may ſee more in the 
foreſaid Books. bai... 
A. If I were ſure of this; it would go , 


great way with me. For ſuch a Cuſtom 


would direct one to another Senſe of our 
Saviour's Word, Diſciple, or, make Diſciples, 
than I ſhould otherwiſe have thought of. For 
putting the Caſe that it was then cuſtomary 
to baptize ſuch Infants, and call em Pro- 


(2) Gemars Bab. Cbetaboth. c. l. (3) Maimm. ITB. 


4. 13. 5. 75 ; , ; & 1 6 oth >< 
_ | Cc: - fats. 
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| ſelytes, and they were uſually ſaid to be 
7 made Proſelytes ( which ſeems much the ſame 
Word as Diſciples) our Saviour's Command 
in theſe Words; Go, Diſciple, or make Di- 
ſciples all the Nations, baptizing 'em, would 
ſeem to me to include the Infants as well as 
others. For a Man is to take words in that 
Senſe in which they are current at the Place 
and Time in which they are ſpoken. So that 
it would in that Caſe ſeem to me neceſſary 
that our Saviour, if he meant they ſhould, 
in baptizing the Nations, not baptize Infants, 
_ had been uſually done, ſhould have fad 
o. 1 1 
P. You draw naturally the ſame Conſe- 
quence that Mr. B. urged to me. For when 

I had read the foreſaid Books, and owned 
my ſelf ſatisfied that there was ſuch a Cu- 
ſtom, he ſaid to me; © Suppoſe an Anti- 
pœdobaptiſt Congregation ſhould ſend one 

© of their Teachers to ſome Heathen Iſland 
with a Commiſſion of theſe Words; G, 
Diſciple that Nation, and baptize em; He 
indeed would not think himſelf command- 
led to baptize the Infants, becauſe that was 
got the Cuſtom of the Church that ſent 
© him, But ſuppoſing a Miniſter be ſent by 

© the Church of England with a Commiſſion 

© of the very ſame Words; Go, Diſciple that 

© Nation, and baptize em; would not he 

© think himſelf commanded to baptize the 

© Infants of ſuch as were converted and bap- 
tir d? I granted, he would: becauſe that 
22 Was 
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was the kaown Cuſtom and Meaning of the 
Church that ſeat him. So, ſaies be when- 
the ſtles were ſent with a Commiſſion 
given in the ſaid Words; What could they 
think other, but that they muſt do as had been 


3 uſually done in the Church where they and 


their Maſter had always lived. 

He askt me alſo this Queſtion; Suppoſe 
our Saviour had bid the Apoſtles, Go, 5225 
ple all the Nations, and [ inſtead of baptizing 
had ſaid } circumciſe * em; Muſt they nor + 
have circumciſed the Infants of the Nations 
as well as the grown Men, tho' there had 
been no ex * Mention of Infants in the 


Commiſſion? I granted it. Then, ſaid be, 


What is the Reaſon that in caſe Circumci- 
6 rr had been appointed to the Gentile Na. 
ons, it muſt of courſe have been given to 
—— I ſaid 3 Becanſe the Apoſtles knew 
of themſelves that Circumciſion was uſually 
given to Infants, He defir'd:me- to draw' 
the ſame Conſequence from what the Apo- 


tles mult know of Baptiſny'uſoally gives: to? 


Infants. - 
A | ſhould be almoſt of tis Mind, if the 


matter of Fact were certain- Bat of what 
Credit are thoſe Jewiſh Books that mention 
this Cuſtom? 

P. They are ſuch as the Jew Jews own:far the: 
moſt Authentic they have, ee Bible. - - 
And not only the Books of lar Men, 
but their Miſna and Talmad (which are to 
the much the ſame as Ne Book of Canons. 

3 or* 
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or the Rubrick are with our Church) are fult 
of theſe Orders about Receiving and Bapti- 


ring Proſelytes; the Men and their Chit- 


dren. Now how fallible foever the Jews 
were in judging what is fit to be done; yet 


they cannot fail of being ſufficient Witneſſes 


of the matter of Fact, and able to tell what 

was actually done among themſelves. 

A. From what Authorities in Moſes's Law 
did the Jews infer this Neceſſity of a Profe- 
rr | 

P. They reckon that the whole Body of 
their Nation,. Men, Women and Infants, 
was baptized unto Moſes (not only in the 

Cloud, and in the Sea, as St Paul ſaies the) 

were, (4) for the Cloud and Sea cover 

Men * Children all alike, but alſo) ju 

before the giving of the Law, in Exod. 19. 

where Moſes is order'd thus, v. 10. Sentt᷑iſie 
the People to day and to morrow, &c. They hold, 
that the way by which Moſes ſanctified *em 

on thoſe two Days, was by waſhing 'em (for 


they prove from many places of their Law; . -- 


that by Sanctiſying is often meant. Waſhing : 
eſpecially where any Man is ſaid to ſanctiſie 


other Men.) And fince it was commanded 


in Numb. 15. 16. Onc Law and one Manner 
ſhall be for you and for the Stranger [Lor Pro- 
ſelyte ] &c. They conclude, that as their 
own Nation, Men, Women and Children, 
were entred into Covenant by the Sanctifica- 


' (4) 1 Cir 10. 7, 2. 


© 
tion 


but that we may learn from Jewiſh Books 


Noman Slaves, guilty of any aotario 
elty of it, the Form of the Gibbet or Croſs 


ture. And yet no body is ſo ſilly as to ſay 
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tion of Waſhing or-Pgptiſin 3: fo eught a 
Proſelyte, and, if he will have his Chiſdten 
eatred, ſo ought the g. 
in which the words of any Law were nſed at - 
the time when that Law was giveg. But 
does it not ſeem ſtrange that we 
have need to recurr to the Jewiſh” Talmud 
for ſettling a Point in our Religion , 
P. Vou ar that Queſtion improperly. 
The Point of Proſelyting (or making; Di- 
ſciples ) the Nations is ſettled; by Chriſt; But 
ſince he was a Jew by Nation, and ſpoke * 
the Phraſes of that Language; what hinders 


Diſciples, did then uſually ſigaiſte in that 
Language? One of the main Articles of our 
Faith is that Chriſt was cru fied * and fig 
Crucifying was a ſort of Death not och 
narily uſed by the Jews, but by the Rows 

(for it was the common way by Which agy - 


were executed) we underſtand. by . F 
Writers what ſort of Death it was, the Crone 


to which they were nailed, &c. more parti» 
cularly than we do by the Words of, Scri 


we ground the Belief of that Article upon 
the Roman Hiſtories. ?Tis only the Uſe and 
proper Signification of the Word that we 
learn from them. m_ 


Ce Ms 1 


. 
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If this was the meaning of the word, 


Dſoipling ;, and this was the Cuſtom to make 
the Infant-Children of Proſelytes, Ds/ciples, 
(as well as the Parents) and call em ſo, and 


this Diſpute are torn'd upon the N 
dobaptiſts. For whereas they uſe to ſay; 
© Since Baptiſm was a new Ordinance inſti- 
© tuted by Chriſt; his ſaying nothing of In- 
*fants, is a ſign he meant not to include 


. them. It will be rather ſaid on the contrary 


Since it was no new Ordinance, but a thing 


“that had been uſually given to Infants; his 


not excepting of [nfants, is a ſign he meant 
not to exclude them. So that the Proof 
will de on them to ſhe that Infants are 
forbidden to be baptiz ems. 

F. Tou ſay no more than Dr. Lightfoot 
{ a Man of the greateſt Skill in the Hebrew 
Cuſtoms and Language) ſaies on this (5) Ar- 
t. If Baptiſm and the baptizang of In- 


1 1 a new thing, and unheard of till 
John Baptiſt came, as C ircumci ſion was tl . ._- 


God xappornzed it to Abraham; there would 


ave; 
ty But when the baptizins of Infants was a 
thing commonly known and uſed, as appears by 
wrconteftable Evidence from their Writers; there 
weed not be expreſs Aſſertions that ſuch and ſuch 
Perſons were to be the Object of Baptiſm, &c. 


__ (5): Harm en John 1. 25. 
IX % 


And 


baptize em; the Rules and Conditions f 


have been, no doubt, as expreſs Command for 
Ling Infants, as there was for cirt umcifing 


Y 


La 


And in another Book (6) having ſhewn: 
at large that this was the Cuſtom, he con- 
cludes, That ſince it was ordinary in all Ages 
before to have Infants baptized; it Chriſt mould 
have had that Cuſtom aboliſh/d, be would baue 
expreſly forbidden it. So that his and the Scri-- 


Nr Infant-B aptiſm for ever. (7) - 
And there is a Quotation which Mr. B. 


ptures 5 in this matter does confam. ow” | 
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2 me from a Chriſtian Writer of the eldeſt 


times, which farther confirms this Notion 


and Meaning of the Word, Diſcepling, to 
have been then in common Uſe. Ft Fg an 

Faſtin Martjr's Apolbgy for the Chriſtian: 
Religion to the or Antoninus Pius. 


This Juſtin was himſelf a Jew ( 1 mean a 


Samaritan Jew ) born in the Apoſtles times, 
and converted to Chriſtianity about Thirty 


Tears after; And he ſpeaking there of the - 
continent Life led by the Chriſtians, 1 


Several Perſons among us Sixty or Seventy years 
Ola of both Sexes, that were diſcipled to Chriſt 


ii their Childhood, do continue Virg ins. He: 


uſes the very ſame Word that is in "he Text 
of St. Matthew; Go, Diſciple cbe Nations, 
baprizing em. And this, he ſaics,. was done: 
to them in their Cid hood. 
A. | ſhall judge better of this matterz, 


| when [ read the Books you mention, 


F. Our Saviour alſo Matth. 10 42 ſpeaks . | 
of a Cup of cold Water given to one af n 


"94 Hoe . 2 IncrodaBiew |. tO 


%* 3 
2 


185 
— 
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ttle ones in the Name of a Diſciple. But | : 
there is one thing more, you will obſerve, - 
it you read the ſaid Books, viz. Thar the 
did commonly call the Baptiſm of fach | _ 
a Proſelyte, his (8) Regeneration Cor, being | 
born again ] and fo do all the Chriſtians of 
thoſe eldeſt times call the Chriſtian Baptiſm 
by that Name, () and the ſaid Putin Mar- 
## for one. This puts it beyond all doubt, 
| that our Saviour by thoſe Words, John 3.3, 
F. Except any one be born again, hornoſ Vater, 
&c. does mean Baptiſm. For that was the | 
eommen Phraſe for it at that time. ths, {xd 
A. This takes off one of the Objections 
which you faid you had againſt applying that 
Text tothe Proof of Infant-Baptiſm. Bur 
what fay you to the other, Born of Water | 
and of the Spirit? How can a baptized Infant 
be faid to be born of the Spirit? > 
= There are _ Operations of the Ho- 
irit, as, working actual Faith, Repen- 
—— Ge. in the Heart, of which an lnlane 36 
indeed is not capable. But when God does 
apply the Pardon of Original Guilt, does 
transfer a Perſon out of the State of Nature 
into the State of Grace and of the Chriſtian [ 
F - Covenant, does unite him as a Member into 
tze Myſtical Body of Chriſt, accept him for 
his Child, &c. Theſe Things and theſe Pro- 
miſes are ſpoken of in Scripture, as done, 
ſealed, and applied to the Perſon. by the 


(8) Hif. Intred..8. f. 6. (9) Hiſt, part. 1. Ch. 11. $. | 12 
3. Ch. II. 5. 2. part 2, Ch. II NK I. ö : 


gn 


— — h—— 
* 


_— — — — — —„— 
- 


be not as yet capable of all the ſeveral- Ends 


dd Infant with: his: H 
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Spirit. Now of theſe latter an Infant is c 
pable. And John Baptiſt is ſuid to be filled 
with the Holy Ghoſt even from his Mother's 2 


Womb. 


And a Perſon that is capable of ſome of | 
the great Ends of Baptiſm wrought by the: 
Spirit, may be baptized: for them, tho he 


for which Baptiſm is deſigned; For our Saw 
—_ who. was not 22 penn 
Sins, Regeneration, & c. was Ized-for” 
= other Ends that . 1s, delignee 
r 8 3 
Mr. B. ſhew'd me where the chief of the- 
Antipœdobaptiſts, (ix Tombs, Danvers, &0.. 
do own this Application en e t to· 
Infants, and God's putting them into Chri 
uniting them to him by bis Holy Spirit: A 
the Antients do ſpeak at the ſame rate. a) 
A. Then tis in this Senſe, I ſuppoſe, that: 
the Church of England gives thanks to God,, 
Thatit has pleaſed — ro ; regenerate the 
— by y Spirit, nd recerve? 
him for h1s.0wn Chi 2e, to i 
— him into bis 1 of F210 
P. Yes, doubtleſs... | 
- A. Bnt will not this Text; - oclaaredfrom: 
the Objections, and enderſtood'thus L Tbar 
except any Perſon, Man, Woman or Child, 
wa baptiz'd,, chey: cannot enter intos the: a 


© (x) Hf part 2. Ch. PLS. e fe <> 
XV. Se. 5. . 9. 4 * ©.4 A Mn 
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Kingdom of God J prove too much in your 
Senſe in reſpect of ſuch Infants as by ſome 
unavoĩdable Accident do miſs of Baptiſm? 


Senſe, being underſtood of all grown per- 
ons; many of whom. do, after they have 
reſolved” to receive Baptiſm, miſs of it by 
ſudden Death, “ All ſuch Texts of Scri- 
Pture are to be underſtood with an Allow- 
ance, wiz, That ſuch or fuch an Ordinance 
is appointed by God as the ordinary 
(3) or ordinary Condition of Salvation: 


that he has bound us to. As in the Caſe 
of Circumciſiun omitted, thoꝰ the Rule were 
as peremptory as this; That Soul ſball be cut 
: Yet where his Providence made it im- 
pratticable, be did not execute the Penalty; 
— Jet 2 ordinary vue the Rule ſtood 


A think the Antir ptifts general- 
ty have in this ref: 
O _ of any. 

except: fuch as Pry-into the Decrees. 
of Eletion and Reprobation) are very po- 

— that all Children (dying in lnfancy) 
baptiz'd or not,” bot᷑u of Parents godly. or 
- ungodly, Chriſtians, Fur ks or Heathens, way 
o to Heaven, '- 

. This were to wood purpoſe, if the- 
Kingdom of Heaven were at their eve 


. . part 2. Ch. K. g. Tx 8. : 1. 153% 
2 Bud: 


P Not more than it does now in your 


Means, 


Not that we are to bind God to the Means 


2 the moſt charitable 
y ( moſt of em, all 


dare ſay, They 


include Infants and 


Fray for em or not: Which Would. oy 


| adviſed me to pray. 


0 Hf. part a. oh. Er 5.5. %% E 


weren * 88 
| about Infant-Baptiſm. - 

But 15 we have no Promiſe of God, i 
not a Promiſe of Man that r 
Deſpair. 


Ain (4) againſt the Pelagians 
any Original Sin in ! 


fantsdied unba t A © 25 
i. e. be 7 . 85 


not in the Kingdom of Heaven) Let ma noe 
of our own Head: iſe any Eternal Salvation 


#0 Infants without the Baptiſm of Chriſt, which 


the holy Scripture, pray be preferr'd to all 


| 5 Wit, does not pr 


4, What made theſe Polarians ſay They = 
ſhovld not go to 4 and yer. be in 


2 other 
They Eu y-ſhould dein ſo 


2 
Flock, a ras 
to Heaven except 
they were d 1 our Saviour 
had given that Rule laſt — Except 
any one be horm ef Mater, &. 541 35 
A. Then they that that Text does 


P. No Chriſtian Py that dine made nay 
doubt (5 )of that. Suppoſe you: have a Child - 
that is like to die, and; ſome adviſe-you 2p 
pray for its Soul, and-others diflwade, ſays 
ing; All Children are ſav'd, whether you - 


2 


count the moſt charicable of-theſe 2 | -- 
A. I ſnould take the Counſel of woſe that 
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P. Do the fame in reſpect of thoſe that 
adviſe you to baptize it. For you ſee that 
in both theſe Texts, that of Marth. 28. 19. 
and this of John 3. 5. our Saviour's Words 
are general and univerſal; Al the Nations. 
Every Perſon and that the Reaſons which 
the Antipœdobaptiſts bring, why Infants 
ſhovid not be meant as well as others, do 
fail of Proof. Therefore tis good to be ſure: 
and take the Advice of the judicious Mr. 
Hooker. (6) If Chriſt bimſelf, who giverh Sal» 
vation, do require Baptiſm ; it is not for us that 
look for Salvation, to ſound and examine him 
whether unbantized Men be ſaved [L by 
Men he means any Perſons of human Nature: 
for he is there ſpeaking of Infant-Baptiſm 
but ſeriouſly to do the thing that is requir d, and 
rehigiouſly to fear the Danger which may grow by 


the want thereof. 


Ai. But they ſay, they do not promiſe this 


of their own Head. Our Saviour ſpeaking 


of little Children, Marl 10. 14. fates; O 
ſuch i the Kingdom of Heaven. Therefore all 


Children'go to Heaven. 


pP. He ſaies; of ſuch 15 che "King dom of : 


Heaven, Which proves thad they are capa- 
ble of going to Heaven: and that many In- 


fants do go thither. But he adds at the lame 


place; Therefore ſuffer em to come to me, 
and forbid Lor withhold ] em nor. And 


ſince our Saviour is now preſent with us 


(6) Hiſt. part. 2. Ch. V. h 1. 


501. 5 


——— —E—U— — 
— 


ſake of Chriſt's Merits, 
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only in his Ordinances and Sacraments, what 


way have we to bring our Children to him, 


as he orders, but by Baptiſm to offer and 


- dedicate em to him? And here I would ask 


you one Queſtion ; They ſay thar all Chil- 
dren, Heathens Children ant all, go to'Heg* 
ven. Do they judge that Heaven is their na- 
tural Portion, as being human C 
and becauſe they are born of human Race? 
or that they have it by the Merits aud Fur 
chaſe of Chriſt and his Death? 

A. Oh! by Chriſt. They do not offer to 
ſay that the Kingdom of Heaven is given 
to any human Creature, but only for the 


P. Now does it not = to you 08 
that the Children of Hea Men, of ſuch 
Men as are without Chriſt (as St. Paul faies, 

Eph. 2. 12.) and Strangers from the Ct dvenairs 
2 Promiſt, having no hope, and without God in 
the World, ſhould have an equal Intereſt in 
Chriſt with the Children of Chriſtians who 


do offer and dedicate both themſel ves and 


their Children to Chriſt ? And that there 
ſhould be no more Promiſe to a good Chri- 
ſtian for his Children, than there is to the 
Children of Pagans? St. Punt having told 
the Epheſians that they had been fuch Straw 
om the Covenant, — * in the next 


ers 
Words; But now in Jeſus, _ 
were ie time far off, are madt nigh by tho 


Blood of Chriſt. But it ſeems they had been 


3 nign once before," n 


U V. 
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tell me. Do they count ſuch Infants, Mem- 


bers of Chriſt, united to him, Parts of bis 


Body the Church, redeemed by him, inclu- 
ded in his Covenant and Purchaſe? . 

A. They do not ſay, that ſuch Infants or 
any Infants are Members of the Church. For 
that would prove that they muſt be ba 
tiz'd ; Baptiſm being the Entrance into 
Church. And = they would ſay to your 
other Words, Members of his Body, united, 
| redeemed, Covenant, Purchaſe, &c. I know 
not, (I believe ſome of em would ſay one 
— and ſome her ) but that they are 
ſaved by him, they 

P. The ban fag = the horch. his 
Body: (7) and him the Saviour 8) of the 


of any that are not of bis Body, is beſide the 


Scripture. And that alſo puts every where 
a great difference between being i» Chriſt, 


on one ſide, and of the o lad or . Chriſt, 


or in the Kingdom of Darkneſs, on the other, 
But that One place of St. Paul, 1 Cor. 716. fo 


does moſt expreſly ſhew the different State 
of ſome lnfagrs from that of others; for 


he puts a Caſe in which heir Children would | 


| 8 nh *. ſaics ee. 


4 1 with, we. bed 8035 Comment on 
that — I muff frankly own to you, that 
: am not very well ſatisfied with the Exp0r 


ks. (8) Ent. 5, % 5 5 : 


— 


Body. But that he ſhould be the Saviour - 


| 


\ | 


# 
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ſition which thoſe of our Opinion give of it; 
That St. Paul perſwading there the Man. 
that had an unbelieving Wife, not to put 
her away, becauſe ſhe an Unbeliever is ſo 


.-- fanRtified by him a Believer, that the Chil- 


dren are holy, ſhould mean no more thanthis; 
That they are not Baſtards. For I do not 
ſee that they would have been Baſtards, if 
both the Parents had continued in Unbelief. 
Nor do [ find the Words ever ſo us'd, that 
Holy ſhould fignifie Legitimate; or that Un- 
clean, when oppos'd to Holy (as it is here) 
+ * ſhould ſigniſie Baſtard, Nor does that ſeem 
to have been the Doubt or Qyeſtion 2 
theſe People to St. Pau; Whether 2 
of the Marriage-Bed did in ſuch caſe con- 


the continuing of Cohabitation 
were aduiſable, conſidering the er of 
being drawn to Idolatry, and the Abomi- 
nation which the Heathen Husband muff 

have of his Wife's worſhiping of Chriſt, or 


the Chriſtian Husband of his Wite's wore 


 ſhiping of Idols in the fame Honſe: and con- 
ſidering that St. Paul had before written to 
em (9) not to company with Fornicators, Ido- 
laters, &c. | i 
P. If one read the place attentively from 
ver. 12, to t 6. he ſhall plainly perceive (hat 
you ſay ) that the Query which they had 

- written to St. Paul about this matter, was 


* mY 0 
—— 7. 9 . 0 
% 


4 


| (v) I Cor, 5.9, 10. 


, we a 
1 


7 
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not of Læmſal or Unlawſul ; but of Expedicnt, 
or Jnexpedient. For they had fent to him 
- ſeveral Queries about ſeveral Matters, as 
appears at ver. 1. Now concerning the things 
mhercof you wrote to me. + 55 

Some of their Queries had been about the 
Lawfulneſs or Sinſulneſs of ſome things. And 
to them St. Paul anſwers not by way of his 
Auvice, but by the Authority of Chriſt; as 
at ver, 10. J command; yet not J, but the 
Lord. . 

Put to this Queſtion, of Cohabitation in 
caſe of different Religions, he anſwers in 
another ſtrain; To theſe ſpeak I, not the Lord. 
And his Advice is not abſolute neither: for 
he adviſes the continuance of dwelling to- 
gether only in caſe the unbelieving Party be 
willing - f any Brother Li. e. any Man that 
bas embraced Chriſtianity J hath a Wife that 
believerh not, and ſhe be pleaſed to dwell with 
him, let him not put her away : and the Woman 
that has a Husband that belicveth not, and if be 


is what he would never have ſaid, if the 
Queſtion had been of Lamſul or Sinful: as, 
Whether the unbelieving Woman would 
have been in the State of an Harlot to a Chri- 
ſtian Husband, or the Children ſo begotten, 
Baſtards. For the Willingneſs of the unbe- 
lieving Party to cohabit, would not in ſuch 
a Caſe have mended the matter at all. For 
a willing Harlot, that is pleaſed to dwell with 


be pleaſed ro dwell with ber, &c. Now this 


4 Man, is as bad, if not a worſe, Harlot _ 
, than 


a 
8 


n 


* 


of Grace. But ſome others Sc will not 
allow that a Child who after proves wicked, 
ever was in a State of Salvation) do, by 
Covenant Hinds mean only a. Right to 
Church-Privil 
ber of the viſi 


Holy, or, in Covenant with God, 
too. It makes St. Paul prove 


Wife is ſanctiſed 
that the Children which 


mean ? in a State of Salvation ?. 


about Infant Baptiſm. Ne 43 


than one that is over- perſwaded againſt her 


Will, and the Children as much Baſtards, _. 


And beſides: How could a Man that had 
had ſeveral legitimate Children by his Wife 
whilſt they were. both Heathens, fall into a 
Doubt that thoſe that ſhould be born to Him 
after he became a Chriſtian, wanld be Ba- 


ſtards meerly becauſe ſhe would not become | 


a Chriſtian too? 

A lam per ſwaded, as 1 faid, That St. 
Paul means Fe pk more by Sanftifiel, 
Unclean, and Holy. . Bot what he means 1 
e Pee Ye the 7 roy F042 

y the Patdo of Holy: i. e. Feder 

pri is ger 
a thing 


by ore clas, 


wag obſcure by a thing that 
1 would: not have you part. 


e ſhall bear to him ſhall 
be in Covenant. In what Covenant do they 


Covenant 


P. Some explain it ſo: in the Cove 


one that is a Mem- 
le Church, bas à Right to 
Holy” in. chat 


Church-Privileges, and ſo is 


reſpect; tho every ſuch Member is not in 
a State of Sb And from the Childs 
having that Covenant Holineſi, they conclude 


by the believing Huband, [- | 


— A Saree hid We — 22 — 
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-Its right to the Seal of the Covenant. 


You cannot deny that this ſenſe of the 
Word, Holy, is much more agreeable to, the 
general uſe of that word in Scripture, than 
the other. Hoh. i. e. belonging to God, ac- 
cepted of God, ſet apart to God, And Unclean, 
LE. out: of Covenant with God, is a very com- 
mon x of the Word. Acts 10. 28. Rom. 
11. 16. + 
A Pray, how did Mr. B. expound this 
r rn Re pe 
P. He confeſt that there have been various 
Interpretations of it. But that which ſeem- 
ed to him more natural, plaia and agreeable 
to the Scope of St. Paul there, than any of 
theſe. new ones, is that which, he {aid, was 
moſt current among the the Antient Chri- 
ſtians, And I alſo do think it ſo, ſince 1 
have conſider d and compar'd it with the 
Text But I confefs at firſt it ſeemed very 
new to me, becauſe the ſenſe in which we 
have been usd,. in theſe late times, to take 


Words, do'sprejudice vs agaiuſt any other, | 


tho many Times that other do u n ſearch _ 
appear to be the Antient ſenſe of em. 


What was his Interpretation, which 


you ſay is the Antient one? | 

F. Firſt he obſerv d to me, that the Word 
which is there tranſtated Lis Sancti ic d] is in 
the Original [has been Sanc lid! i) 
A. I have ſeen many of both ſides recite 
it ſo. But how then came our ee ; 
ET - 


— 


to alter the Tenſe? 
(1) Hiſt. part 1. Ch, XI. f. 11. 


about Inf ant-Baptiſm. 7 


p. The Properties of Languages are, it 
ſeems, ſach that that is ſometimes neceſlary 
when the ſenſe requires it: And theyt 


3 
| It ſeems, that it requir'd it here. ' But ſo i 
in the Original : An unbelieving Husband has 
been Santtified by bis Wife : And anunbeliev- 
ing Wife has been Js anttified by her Husband, &c. 
And by this the ntients underſtand [has been 
pan i kr or perſwaded to receive the Chriſti- 
an Faith and Baptiſm? or, as St Paul expreſ- 
Ks it in the verſe next bat one, has been ſa- 
ved by her. So in 1 Cor. 1. 1, 2. To thoſe that at 
Coriath are Sanitified Cor, (as it isthere alſo 
in the Original) have been Sunftified] called to 
be Sxints. i. e. to all that haveembraced Chri+ 
ſtianity there: or, have been Baptized: for 
the Word | SanBtified: is by all Old Chriſtian | 
Writers frequently uſed for Baptized. 
A. Well. Suppoſe it to be ſo: The n. 
believing party has oftentimes been converted 
the believing party. This indeed agrees 
with St. Paws For he is there per- 
1wading em to ſtay with their unbelieving 
Partners on account of this hope, and tis che 
ame incouragement that he uſes, v. 16. N 
knoweſt thou ob Wife, whether thou ſhale ſave 
Husband? &c. But {till 1 dont ſee hom th 


JA. 


gives much light to what follows; Elfewere . 


ur Children untlean : but now they art 
Ly P. Yon muſt note that — 9 
Tranflated [holy] is in St. Paul Epiſttes, 
(when tis applied to Perſons) far oftner 
tranflated, Sams; however they . | 


be: : For 2 are een e ni ſo 


* - 
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here to tranſlate it, hoh. And that word, 
Saints was in the ſame uſe then, as the word 
Chriſtians | is with us. As in the Creed, The 


communion of Saints is nothing elſe but —_ 
communion of Chriſtians. And St, Pau!'s 


direction of his Epiſtles, To all the Saints at 
ſuch a place, is as much as to ſay ; To all the 
Chriſtians there. And the word that he uſes 
here, which we read, holy, is the very ſame 
that in the Creed and in the Directions 
aforeſaid of St. Paws Epiſtles, i is tranſlated 

a 2 1 191 in to underſtand your 


vin arty is general 
. 
Jo;, the Children 
brought up to. Heathensſm : But now we ſee they 
are generally made Chriſtians, or, Saints. This 
is what you underſtand St. Paulto ſay. 


P. You take it right, He would have em 

ſtay with their partners that did not yet be- 
lee: and perſwades em thus; Te frequently _. 

has been obſerv'd that an unbelieuing Huthanu © 


bas bern Sanftified, or, brought to the Fly: 
and ſo:to Baptiſm, by his Wiſe : And bkewi 
an unbelieving Wife by ber Hu:band. Were it 
nat /o, that - Faith of the one did ray 
prevail againſt the Infidelity of ibe other; . 
Children of ſuch of you as arc ſo Matched, would 


be generally kept unbaptiz/d,, and ſo be, uncle art. 


But now we ſee by the Grace of God a contrary 


On . 
F * 
3 3 2872 
- 12141 


— — 


Were it not 
of - [, 3 would be 


- I 
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boly Saints, or ſanftified. (a) 'Tis much 


become 


men that had unbelieving Hus 
we EA. 1. 22 obey not the Word, 


they think that St. Paul means; 
ſuch Children are nom, we ſee generally Baptiz/d? | 

P. Yes. The term Seine: is nat given in 
the new Teſtament but to Baptized Perſons, 
They called go other by the Name of Sin 


or Brethren, 
A. This fits your purpals indeed. This 


Scripture mention of any Infants Baptiz d. 
I am apt to doubt that chis Inter 
been invented to. ſerve a turn by 

cdobapriſt that was puzzled with that o 


5 jection of the Antipedobaptiſty that there is 


no Example of it in Scripture: Not that it 
has come naturally into the Mind of i 
Reader; but on * occaſion. 


r there are upon Recor 
entaries of Antient Chriſtian Writers up- 


on this Text, who do expound it much d 


this purpoſe. And I have noted down the 


wy who do explain it Jult inthe 


1 


. 
e 


ago, N of any ee 
7 


N pare 1. c 47 8 11. " Part 
7 3-24 378 (3) Hi. Mi, 1. Ch. 


* 1 


the ſame Advice that Peter gives to Wo- 
1 Per. 


7 the converſation of the Wiſe, WET | 


was all you wanted; that there ſhould be in 


4 P. I can, as it ha Pays cure Nor dens s 


Words of tw o of em that liv'd 1300 Year | 


Ms, 
| 


" 
— 


1 


* 
a H * 
7 


; £84 
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. 
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that I mention d. T will, if yon N 
you their own' Words. 
A Bow do you know, firſt, that they had 


| rd of any Antip pedobaptiſt ? This 
— mult har ©. vey within. 300 \ 300 Years 8 


. They wary: both of dem ſiy at oth places 
of their Book s that they never did. 7 
No this looks very odd. How ſhould 
Mien that liv'd/at a time, yyhen no Antipc- 
dobaptiſt hd been ever heard. of, come to 
fay in their Books that they 1 never heard of 
or What gave 'em occaſion to 5 


. 

77 ba "They diſputed about inal Sin.” 'st 
you before. A Nest, ſaid there 
no Gy thing. * . ſaid; why then A 
are Infants apt ed, i they have no Sin ? Bos! 
They auſwer d, (4) It was, that they might 7 
be farftified Cor made Saints] 22 pA , 
Auſtin ſaid, He had never before met with 

any. Chiao, CD) I or Freie + 


ey 


tet 1 ouch leſs had he bend or 5 
— denied that they are ro 
© Pelagins was reproact'd by. ome Sands, 
that 2 Origanal Sin i in Infants, 


ante us 
; % un. pore 1. Ch, XxX. þ 17s | 


— 


** 
1 
= 
Y 
7 
= 
. 
oy 
3 


"+ 3. eee 
oY deny any neceſfity'of Bapriſtn 3 7 
le anſwer'd in a rage 3 That thei thing 

* > which they accuſe — ying, was a thagzß 
iu he neuer heard any Hun, no not any im pious 
* Sectary, ſay. For who, ſays he, is ſoy 1gnor aut of 
5 58 hadi Read in the Goſpel (meaning — 5. 

„% 284 fo hinder Infant from being Raptit Au 
35 Burn again in Chriſt, and td male em nfs H 
18; 

| 


ti Kingdom of Heauen? For tho! he thbujht: 
* . a Chiſd dying unbaptiꝝ d would hate n  '* 
. niſhment, as having no Sin; yet he thought 
bas it could not come to Heaven,: as having n ! 


. en is Chriſt. „Ant ust 5 
/ 3 A Did not N lire belore Get. 3 
o . A 4 
4 15 Men! eee Wl, 1 
© | * F. Ves He did. 2 eee eee 
# > ,-A Then.how. is this hace? They nere, 


A 135 2 0 of any. one that ever was agaiüſt lu: 
. is fant Baptiſm: and en he gave his qt £ 
75 nion apginſt it; 6) en 9725 MA -- * 8 
5 . Von obſerve right. It. muſh b don. f 4 
| "Jude that they had fever Fen(@y his Baok, 
< „ x Baptiſm» For he having altea. 2 


4 ey; his Books were not much e 
7) -  - Churchmen:. Yes? that obſervation 

7 {  - theirs, that there had been none befora hei 

N time of that Opinion, da's not bold ns 
* | out an — 3 rat ont Man — 


h. Sour he inthe truelt:Ediuon+ G'N 2 
a f 24 32:36 3 E 
{I 3 nil pe 1, Ch. * J. 30. (6) HA. 9 0 771 
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$2 A Conference between two Men 
gainſt the uſe of it only at ſuch times ben 
there is no urgent neceſſity by the Child's 
being in danger of Death. 

A. Well. What is the comment on this 
Text, given by thoſe Two Men ? 

P. You ſhall have it in their own Words. 
St. Auſtin ſets down the Text; (o) An un- 


reads it: and ſo it is in the Original) by his 
helieving Wife: And an unbelieving Wife by 
her believing Husband. And on that gives 


this Comment; I ſuppoſe it had then happened 


that ſeveral Wives bad been brought to the Faith 
by their believing Husbands, and Husbands by 
their believing 


uſt of their Example to confirm his Ad. 


Text, elſe were your Children unclean; but 
nom they are holy Lor, Saints. ]J And gives 


Or, 


ebe Marriage were diſolved; and the Infidelity 
I ofube Partie. were not boy with, tall there were 
—_— — 1 of believing. By an Infants be- 


* : ing Lag Lade by the Authority of its Parents, 


can be meant nothing but its being Bapti- 


belicving Huband has been Sanftified [ſo he 


| IVives. And tho he dots 
not mention their Names, yet be makes 


vice. Then he ſers down the reſt of the 


this Comment. For there were then Chriſtian 
 Tnſanes' that were Sarnttificd, Cor, made Holy, 


] ſome by the Authority of one of their 
Parent j Jome by the conſent of both : Which © © 
wn ut he, if as ſoon as one Party believed, 


* 
— 
* * 1 
* * 


2 


| 


| 
{ 
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zed : And the Word San#ifed, is a common 
word with him for Baptized. -  _ _. 

Pelagius wrote a Comment on both the 
Epiſtles to the Corinthians. And on that Text 
makes this Comment. (1) There were by this 
time Examples, both of Xen whom their Niue: 
and of Women whom their Hushands, had gained 
over to Chriſt ; and of Infants concerning wham 
the Chriſtian deſire even of one of their Parents hal 
prevailed that they ſhonld be made Chriſtians. 

A. This is indeed as you explain it. But 
did not Mr. B. own to you that ſome of 
the Antieats expound the Text other- 
wiſe? Ly Nan nee OM TS 
P. He did own that there are Tome (2) 
that make no more of it than the Anti- 
pœdobaptiſts do: But that the moſt, and 
thoſe the molt Antient, do underſtand it of 
Baptiſmal Holineſs. 1 
A. Are there any more Texts of . 
ture, or Arguments chat he produced 
you! | | WT RY 

P. Yesfeveral. But the time will not al- 
low to mention any more than the heads of 


things to you. By referring me to many. 
Texts where Circumciſion is mention d, and 


many where Baptiſm is mention'd, he made 
it plain to me, that Baptiſm ſeryes to the 
fame uſe and purpoſe now, that Circumci- 
ſion did to the Jewiſh Church: to confirm 
the truth of the Promiſes on God's part, 


(1) Hiſt. part 1, Ch. * 6. 19. (2) ibid. 
2 e 


2 _ 
: * 
„ 


uc | 
e 


and 


| 
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and inſtate the partaker in the Privi- 
Jeges. of the Church of God, and to denote 
the Obligation of the Party 0 if he lives) to 
Faith and Obedience. 

That Baptiſm is a Seal of the Covenant, 
which is for Subſtance the ſame Covenant 
that was eſtabliſn d then: and therefore that 
God'sCommand to give the 'Seal in Infancy 
then, does continue a Command to us, and 
5s a ſufficient Declaration of his Will to us 
now, unleſs he had ſomewhere declared an 
Alteration of his, Will in that regard, 

That the'Seal ſhould be given indifferent · 
ly to all Nations, and to both Sexes, did need 

rticular Declaration ( becauſe that was 
otherwiſe in the caſe of Circumciſion, ) And 
that is accordingly particularly declared by 
St. Paul, Gal. 3. 28. where ſpeaking of Bap- 
Tiſm, he ſaies, there is in reſpect of it neither 
Jem vor G reel, Bond nor Free, Male nor Fe- 
male, 1. e. chere is no difference between 
them: but that there ſnould be neither Toung 
or Old, needed no Declaration, becauſe that 


Jewiſh Baptiſm, of which we ſpoke before, 
And) of Circumciſton it ſelf. It was a known 
thing all along before, in the Covenant as it 
was made with Abraham, and renewed to 
Moſes, There was need of an expreſs Pro- 
hibition, if Infants, that had ever been Mem- 
bers of the vilible Church and People of God, 
Had been now to be excluded. Eſpecially | 


ben St. Peter perſwading the Jews to Ohri- 
ſtianity 


aas a ruled Caſe before in the Uſe ( both of 5 


| about Iafant-Bapti(m. „ FF 
ſtianity and Baptiſm, tells em; A, 3. 25- 
Te are the Children of the Covenant which. God 
made with our Fathers, &c. Now that Cove- 
nant had ever included Infants : and there: 
fore when he ſaies again; A, 2. 39. Re- 
| pent and be baptized, &c. for the Promiſe. id to- 
| Jou and your Children, &c. It follows that 
ap they were ſtill to have a Covenant including 
| Infants: or elſe it would have been a Cove- 
nant aſter'd much to the worſe 1n-that re- 
f ſpect; if the Jews, when they became Chri- 
| ſtians, were to loſe the Advantage of having. 
their Children admitted as Church mem 
bers by Circumciſion, and have nothing. 
ſubſtituted for em inſtead thereof. 
[- ' 4. Wegrant that Baptiſm does reſemble, 
| Circumciſion in many Uſes of it, a Seal, an; 
Entrance into the Church, &. But ſo dig. 
many other things, the Ark of Noh, the: 
Sea, the Cloud, &c. And therefore. your: 
| Conſequence, that it is to be applied to the 
ſame Perſons as Circumciſion Was, is not Very. 
plain, unleſs you could ſhew from Scripture. 
that it is appointed hy Chriſt. to he to us in. 
the ſtead or place of Circumciſon. 
| P. The Scripture does ſay that, in effect " 
when in Colaſſ 2. 17, 12. it calls Baptiſm 2, 
Circumciſion of Chriſt : or ( as it would more,. 
intelligibly and more agreeably to the Senſe 
of St. Paul be rendred, and is in ſeveral- 
Tranſlations rendred ) the Chriſtlan Circumſ- 
ciſion, (30) i. e. the Sacrament which. is ag- 


(3) HP. part 1. Ch. I. 92. 11 


14 | . by 


D 3 


pointed 
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ng by Chriſt to us inſtead of Circum- 
cilion. | 

_ 4 Torn to that Text, and expound it. 


P. The Colofſians were going to make two 
Additions to the Chriſtian Religion. One 


was the Worfhip of Angels, taught by the 
Philoſophers : the other, Circumciſion taught 


by the Jews. St. Paul at ver. 8, 9, 10. ſhews 
that the firſt was needleſs, for that having 
Chriſt, they were complete in him, who is 
the Head of all Angels. And at ver. 11,12, 


13. that the other was needleſs too. For in 


Chriſt, ſaies he, you are circumciſed, &c. by 


rhe Circumciſion of Chriſt, buried with him in 


Baptiſm, &c. He cannot mean (z) that they 
were circumciſed by that Action by which 
Chriſt in his Infancy was circumciſed. He 
muſt mean; By that which Chriſt has ap- 
pointed for, or inſtead of, Circumciſion to 
a Chriſtian. vo 

And here if St. Paul had meant this as 


er. to the grown Men only amongſtt 
them, and not to the Children ; might they 
not reaſonably have objected; "Tis true, we 


baue Baptiſm inßead of Circumciſion : But what 
have our Children? Nothing at all. 

[You'll find 4) all the ancient Chriſtians 
call Faptiſm, the Spiritual Circumciſion, the 
Circumciſion done without Hands, the Chriſtian 
Circumciſion, our Circumciſion, &c _ 

() Hift. part 1. Chap. IT. $.2. (4) Hit. part 1 
_ Ss Cb. VI. 1 10. Ch, XIV. g. 1. 72 1 
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Don't you remember how a 


about Infant Baptiſm.” WL 
ngry ſore 
Jews, that had lately receiv'd the Chriſtian 
Faith, were with St. Paul, As 21. 21. for 
that they had heard that he taught all the 
Jews that were among the Gentiles, that _ 
they ought not to circumciſe their Children? 
How much more, think you, would they 
have objected it to him, if he had taught 
em that they ought not to baptize em net- 
ther? And ſince we do not find that they 
objected that to him; we have reaſon to con- 
clude that he never taught fo. © 
A. But neither do we find on the other 
fide, that St Paul made that Apology to em, 
that they had Baptiſm inſtead of it. 
P. You don't read it there. But you do 
in the foreſaid place of his Letter to the Co- 
loſſians (who were troubled with that fort 
of Judaizing Chriſtians ) that they had the 
Chriſtian Circumciſion, viz. Baptiſm. - - 
Does not he in his Epiſtle to the Romans, 
eh. II. v. r7. tell the Gentiles that had em- 
braced the Faith, that they were now grau 
into the Olive-tree from which the unbeheving 
Jews were cut off, and did partate of the 
Root and Fatneſs of the Olive tree; i. e. of all 
the Privileges which the Jewiſh Church had? 
And does he not ſay, Gal. 3. 14. that the Bleſ- 


ſing of Abraham ii come on the Gemiles ? And 


was not that a great part of it, to have their 
Children admitted into the Covenant, and in- 
to the Privileges of the Church and People of 
God ? And this Privilege, of bringing in 

5 | | D 4 | tl 35 


56 A conference between two Men 


their Infants, had been ever granted to-fuck: 


Gentiles as did embrace the Jewiſh Religt- 
on: as was ſaid before | 

A. But as ſoon as John Baptiſt eame bap- 
tizing, this. Privilege was declar'd. to be 
abrogated. For he ſaid to the Phariſees and 


Sadducees that came to be baptiz d; Think 


not to ſay within your ſelves, We have Abraham 
to our Father, I bey mult ſhew perſonal Fruits 
of Repentance, if they would be baptized, 
Matth. 3. 7, 8,9. 

P. Was this Caſe of theirs any thing like 


that of Infants? Theſe were a Generation of 


Vipers that had by their actual Sins and Hy- 
pocriſies forfeited all the Covenant Right 
which they originally had : and had great 
need of actual Repentance. This does not 
prove that any Infant would have been ſo 
{ent bac. | | 

A. None could be ſent back where none 
came or were brought: as we do not read 
that any Infants at all were brought to 
him. | | 
. Tis true: there is no expreſs mention of 
any: nor could it well be expected in an 
Account that is ſo ſhort in all. But if you 
will read the Books I mention'd, of the Jew- 
iſh Baptiſm, you will find that they prove it 
to have been ſo ordinary a thing, and pra- 
ctiſed of courſe, for People that came to 
Baptiſm to bring their Children with 'em, 
that they take it for granted that thoſe that 
came to Job, did ſo: and that the Reaſon it 

br . Is. 


— 
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is not mention'd, is, becauſe, it was a: Pra · 


Rice ſo ordinarily known at that time, that 
there was no need to mention it: 25 15 


or the 
fame Reaſon you may. read in the Old Teſta- 
ment the Hiſtory of Five hundred Vears to- 
1 without any mention of any one In- 

nt circumeiſed. * 03 N 80 

St. Ambroſe, who lived ſo near thoſe times. 
that he might inquire: of. the Jews their Cu- 
ſtoms, and know much better than we, ſpeaks 
of (5) the Infants baptized by John Baptiſi : 
and ſo does St. Auſtin after him. Now ſince 
*twas ſo ordinary to bring Infants; if St. 


John had rejected em, that would have been- 
as Proper to have been recorded as the Hi- 


ſtory of his rejecting the Phariſees 
A. I will, God. willing, read thoſe Books, 

of Baptiſm uſed by the Jews. For matters of 
Fact are more material to direct one in the 
right Underſtanding of a Practice, than theſe 
Arguments from the Reaſon of the. thing; 
Which may, I ſee, be bandied to and fro e 
ternally, Had you any other Arguments from- 


P 


P. He bad me conſider: how man Abſur- 
dities do follow by Conſequences from the 
Antipœdobaptiſts Opinion. As, if an In- 
fant cannot be a Church- member, or one of, 
the Church; then. Chriſt in his. Infancy was 
ont of his own Church: neither Head, nor, 
Fart of it. He bad me imagine St. Peter, 
» (53 Hiſt. part 1. Cb. XIII. f. 1: | 4 " 
N " Dg ©. - wm 


** 
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when he exhorted his Nation to turn Chri- 
ſtians, ſpeaking thus to em; Tow and your 
Children have been hitherto: in Covenant, But 
nom if you will believe in Chriſt, you your | ſelves 
fhalt ES. of the Covenant in 4 


higher degree: ps your Children ſhall be in no 
better conditiongan the Pagan World; out of 
am Church - Covenant. And fo that their com- 
ing into a better Condition put their Chil- 
dren into a worſe. That Chriſt came to 
diſpoſſeſs Infants of their Covenant-Right. 
That if Chriſt were now on Earth, and we 
brought an Infant to him; he would receive 
and embrace him: and he will now recei te 
much into his Kingdom of Heaven. Bur if 
we bring him to be admitted into his Church . 
er myſtical Body, he will reje& him for his * 
f | 


_ — ——— — a, DD. — — — — — —_— — 
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H y. That he that has now his An- 
gel in. Heaven (6) beholding the Face of 

| God, is not worthy to have his Guardian or 

'... Sponſor in the Church on Earth. That in 

S many Families (7 ),mention'&in Scripture 

to have been baptiz d ( ſuch--an one and t 

hi ) there were no Children. That all the 
Chriſtian World ſhould be in an Error, Pro- 
teſtants, Papiſts, Greet Church, all the (8) | 


National Churches in the World; and they 
only in the Right. May we not ſay wich 
Sr. Paul, 1 Cor. 14. 36. What ? came the Mord 
of God ont: from i hon ?. or came it unto you 


(6) Mere, 16. 10. (7) A@s16, 15, 35. 1 Co. 
26, (8) HiP. part 2. Ch, IL 


* 


only? 
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only ? Or as he ſaies, Chap. 11. 16. If any Man 

ſeem to be confentious, we have no ſuch cuſtom, 

neither the Churches of Gh. N 

A. Theſe r of Fa 
0 


are in Doctrines of Morality, &c. of good 
uſe. But you know what the Antipaedo-- 


baptiſts ſay ; That in a Sa ment of poſitive 
Inſtitution we are to exp direct Orders, 
and are to keep cloſe to t Letter, 

P. They are in this refpect the moſt un- 
fair Arguers in the World. When we pro- 
duce the poſitive Inſtitution; Diſciple att the- 
Nations, baptizing %em, they cannot deny” 
but in the Literal: and Grammatical Senſe 
Infants are part of the Nations, as well as 
Kings, &c. (who are no more particularly- 
named than Infants are.) And when we- 
bring Chriſt's pofitive Determination; No? 


per ſon that is not born of Water, can enter, &c. 


They own that Infants are Perſons, But then. 
they come with their Proofs by Conſequence 
from other places, that we muſt in all Reaſon: 


except Infants. And yet when we uſe the ſame: 


Method in anſwering any place that they: 
bring; then Conſequences are nothing. Can 
they think that God meant that in reading 
his Word we ſhouid ſuperſede all Uk of 


eur Underſtanding ? 


For Baptiſm it ſelf indeed to be a Chriſtian 
Sacrament, there was need of an expreſs 
Precept: but for the Subjecls of it we may 
argue by Parity of Reaſon, that thoſe: who. 
formerly were admitted to itz may be now. 
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The Reſurre tion is a Fundamental: yet 


t Chriſt proved it (9) by a Conſequence, The 


Alteration of the Day, of Sabbath is a mat- 


ter of poſitive Worſhip: yet we uſe Conſe-. 


quences 1n proving it ; and thoſe more lia- 


ble to Exception (if we would cavil ) than 


Baptiſm of Infants, 

But to come nearer to this very matter, 
the fit Subjects of Baptiſm : St. Peter thought 
that Gentiles, unleſs they were circumciſed; 


were not fit Subjects of Baptiſm. Now the 


way that he was convinc'd. by, in As 10. 
was not by any poſitive Order or expreſs 
Words; Baptize this Cornelius: or, Baptixe 
Gentile- Men, tho uncircumcis dd. But when 
he was told that they were no longer un- 
clean, ver. 28. and ſaw the Holy Spirit come 
an them, he concluded by Conſequence, ver. 


47: Can any one forbid Water, that theſe ſhould. 


not. be baptix d, who have received the Holy 
Spirit, &e, He went by this Rule; One that. 
i capable of the Ends of Baptiſm, ſhould. 
be baptiz d. So we ſay.; The Children of 
Chriſtians. are not unclean, but capable of 


ſeveral. of the Ends of Baptiſm :- and con- 


clude ( tho' not from theſe only) that they 
axe not to be denied Water, Mr. Tombs. 
himſelf ſaies, (1) If it ſhould be made known 
ta , that Infants are ſanitified, I ſhould not 


doubt bur that they are ta be baptized: remem 


(ö Mett. 22. 31, 32+ (1) Exercitation p. 24. 


DL 8 \ * 


cd here by Conſequences. But I believe that 
will happen to me, which has often hapned 


„ Tnfant-Baptiſm. """ "oe * 


bring the Saying. of St. Peter: meaning this 


Say ing. | | | 
A, It cannot be denied but St, Peter argu: 


to me. When I have at any time heard or 


read ſuch Reaſonings as theſe of yours; 1 
have been for the preſent moved, and in- 


clin'd to return to my old Opinion of Infant- 


Baptiſm, But when come again to reading, 


of the Scripture it ſelf, and find there the 
Tenor of Baptiſm generally to run thus; 
Repent and be baptized. He that believeth and is 


baptized. Baptized confeſſing their Sins. If 


thou believeſt with all thy Heart, thou mayſt be 
baptized. Then, methinks, I ſee plainly that 


Infants have nothing to do with it, And | 


then the Anſwer which the Pœdobaptiſts do 
give tothis, is ſo groundleſs and precarious; 
that it turns my Stomach. They diſtioguiſtr 
and ſay ; Bapti/m. is of two Sorts, Adult Bap- 
tiſm, and Inf aut- Baptiſin : theſe places ſpeak of 
Adult, and not of Infant Baptiſm. But when 


we ſay ; Where then are the places that ſpeak of, 
the other? They can produce none. If Ifhould 
maintain that Infants may receive the Com- 


munion, and you ſhould confute me with 


that Scripture; Let 4 Man examine bimfelf,.. 


and ſo eat. And | ſhould diſtinguiſh ; Comm 
nic ants are of two Sorts; Adult Communicants; 
and Infant Communicants : Would not you 


ſay that I beg'd the Queſtion ?- Adult Bap-s 


* 
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tiſm ? Why! that's all the Baptiſm that the 
' Scripture any where ſets forth. 

P. If you ſay thus (and I know that ma- 

ny Antipedobaptiſts do with a broad Aſſh- 
rance ſay ſo: but if you ſay thus) then you 
mult ſay that all the places of Scripture which 
I have now produc'd, and others which o- 
thers do produce, do ſignifie nothing at all 
to the matter: and to ſay that, unleſs you 
could diſprove *em, is either begging the 
Queſtion, or denying the Concluſion, when 
you cannot overthrow the Premilles. 
A. I did not deſign to undervalue your 
Reaſonings. But you cannot. deny that the 
Hiſtory of the Baptiſms in Scripture runs 
with thoſe Clauſes which I mentioned. 

P. *Tis true: for the moſt part. But you 
do not ſeem to conſider the State of thoſe 
times, and of the People then. They were 
all of em people and Nations that had had 
no Goſpel or Chriſtian Baptiſm before. In 
ſuch a State of things the firſt and main 
Work was to per ſwade the Adult Perſons to 
believe the Goſpel. And that Order of 
Words was in that caſe neceſſary ; Preach it 
to em: He that believes it, and is baptized, 
be ſaved. For thoſe People mult be bap- 
tiz d after they were taught; having had no 
Fathers, that believed that Goſpel, to bap- 
tize em into it before. In the Caſe I put 
before, if Circumciſion inſtead of Baptiſm 
had been appointed, yet in ſending yy — 
to thoſe People our Saviour could _ 
; ve 
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have expreſſed it after any other manner 
than thus; Go, proſelyte the Nations, circum- 
ciſing em: He of them that believes the Goſpel, 
and is circumciſed, ſhall be ſaved: And the 
Hiſtory of their Succeſs would have run 
much as it does now; Such a Heathen Man, 
* or ſuch a Number of 'em, in ſuch a City, 
upon ſuch Preachings and Arguments, Re- 
© pented, confeſſed their Sins, believed with all 


© their Heart, and were circumciſed : and yet 


all this, no Argument that they ſhould not, 
or did not, circumciſe their Children. 

A. 1 confeſs that in ſuch a State of things 

the converting and baptizing the grown Per- 

4 and that there 

was more occaſion for mentioning that, both 


in the Commiſſion and in the Hiſtory, than 


the baptizing ofthe Infants. But, methinks, 
there would have been ſome mention of the. 
Infants (one at leaſt ) as baptized, if they 


had been generally baptized, Eſpecially when 


at ſome places it might have come in ſo na- 
turally, that the Context does ſeem to re- 
quire it, if it had been true. As in Acts 8. 
12. They were baptized both Men and Women, 
Here one Word added [ and Children] would: 
have ended all this Diſpute: Can we. think: 
that God would have {uffer'd ſuch an Omif- 
ſion. of one Ward in the Recital, which 
would have been of ſuch Uſe for the Quiet 
of future Ages? This would not have ſwell'& 
the Book. For that, I know, is your Pre- 


teace, that in a Hiſtory, which mult, be, 
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ſhort, the particular things that were of 
courſe, could not be all ſet down. | 

P. We are not to give Rules how the Scri- 
ptures ſhould have been expreſs d. In many 
other Controverſies, as well as this, a few _ 
Words added to the Text, might (as we 
ſhould think ) have ended the Diſpute. But 

we ſee the contrary : for Baptiſm it ſelf is 
plainly expreſs'd, and ſo is the other Sacra - 
ment: aud yet you ſee a World of People 

in England deny em both. God might, for 
aought we know, leave ſome things more dif- 
ficult to be traced, that we might be under 

a Neceſſity of ſtudying his Word, and the 
Nature of his Covenant to us therein decla- 
red, more t and attentively. There 
muſt be Hereſies, St. Paul ſaies, that they. 
which are approved may be made manifeſt. 

We are thankfully to take his Word as it is; 

and to follow that Senſe of it, which upon ö 
a diligent Search and Weighing of the whole, 
ſeems to us his true Meaning: whether ſer 
down expreſly, or gather d by good Conſe- 
quence: : 3 | 
A. You ſpeak piouſſy. We muſt do ſo: 
But that is a Reaſon againſt our taking In- 
fant-Baptiſm to be his true meaning, that. 
there are no plain Examples of it in his 
Word. Phat which you urge of Houfholds 
baptir'd, is not a certain one. And the o- | 
ther, of ſome Children of the Chriſtians at. | 
Corinth mention'd by St. Paul, to have been | 
baptizd- ( as you interpret it) is an obſcure | 
one. 1. [LS 4 . , P. Ic. ; | 


4 
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pPture· paſſage; you muſt be at the. Pains to 
ſatisſie your ſelf by reading ſuch Quotations, 


but it was in thoſe times a very ordinary 
uſe of it. I am told (2) that it is not fo 
little as a hundred times, that St. Auſtin for 
one, when he is to ſpeak of Perſons baptiz'd, 
expreſſes it L ſanctified J as you ſaw he did 


in the Paſſage I recited to you. And Mr. 
Walker has taken the Pains. (3) to produce 


Quotations out of the New Teſtament, and 
almoſt all the ancient Chriſtian; Writers, 
to ſhew that it was a common. Phraſe with 
them to ſay D ſanctified ] inſtead of C bapy 
tized ] and | Saints J inſtead of, L baptized 
Chriſtians.} If you have a conſcientious des 
fire to underſtand the true Meaning of a Scri. 


Elſe, if a Word in the Scripture times fig: 
nified one thing, and in our common Ule 
another thing; Miſtakes will be gnavoidable. 


I profeſs to you fincerely that I am now wes 


ly perſwaded that that is the true Senſe of 


the place; tho” at firſt it ſeemed as new. to 


me, as it does now to you. . It muſt have 
been ſome viſible Holineſs of the Children, 
from which St. Paul draws an Argument to 
ſatisfie the Parents of the Expediency of their 
Cohabitation: ſome known and cuſtomary 


(2) Hip. part 1. Ch. XT. 9. 9. Ch. XV. $: 2. 65) 
Modeſt Plea for Infant-Baptiſm,, Ch. 29, Ja 


Pri- 


about Infant- Baptiſm. 6s 3 
P. It is obſcure to us now, only for this 


Reaſon; Tis not common with us now to 
uſe the Word L SanQified J for [ Baptized} 


| 
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Privilege which ſuch Children had in the 
Opinion and Practice of that Church: and 1 
know of no ſuch that they could have, but 
their Baptiſm. Pray let vs put this Caſe: 
Suppoſe you were not an Englifbmar, but a 
Foreigner, and beginning to learn the Exg- 
liſh Language, and did meet in ſome Engliſh 
Book with this Paſſage ; Such a Man's Chil- 
dren are chriſtned. The Word, chriſtned, be- 
ing not uſed in Scripture, and having no 
Parallel to it in the Latin Language, nor in 
ſeveral other, you might he to ſeek for the 
2 of it. What muſt you do in that 


A. Why! I muſt ask ſome body that was 
more converſant in the Engiiſh Language 
and Cuſtoms, what that Word ſignified; and 
what was the Uſe of it among the Engitſfh : 
and they would tell me that chriſtned ſignifies, 
made a Chriſtian; and that the Uſe of it a- 
mong the Engliſb, is, to ſtand as another 
Word for baptized, So that it is; Such 4 
Mum Children are baptized. 


P. Juſt fo, if you or I meet in St. Pauls = 


Epiſtles with this Paſſage; Now are your 
Children Saints: and know not what to make 
of it : We muſt ask ſome Miniſter, or other 


Perſon that is more converſant in the ancient 


Language and Cuſtoms : and he would ſhew 
us by Forty Inſtances in St. Paul himſelf, and 
a Thouſand, if need be, in other Writers 
- about that time, that the Uſe of that Word, 
Saints, among the Ancients,is,to be as m— 

care ord 
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Word for Chriſtians. They faid; Children 
Saints, or made Chriſtians : and wein Ana- 
logy to it, ſay Children chriftned, or made 
Chriſtians. And the meaning both of the 
one, and of the other, is, Baptized, 

A. Then l alſo, it ſeems, muſt read thoſe 
Books. But pray tell me, to how many Years 
do you reckon the Hiſtory of the As of the 
oftles do's reach? 


F. From Chriſt's Aſcenſion to St. Pauls 


firſt impriſonment at Rome. Tis much about 
30 Years. 
A. The Chriſtians muſt have had many 
Thouſand Children Born to em in that "Yr 
of time. 25 
P. No doubt of it. And you think, If 
poſe, becauſe none of em are R 
the As to have been baptir d in 
that they were not bapti d W 
A That ſeems to me an Argument 
P. Well. Hold faſt to that — 
And we will put the caſe for once, that the 


* 
by 
3 


Inſtances which 1 brovght from the AA, of _ 
Houſholds Baptiz d, and the other, of the Co- 


rinthians Children, do prove nothing. And 
then I ask you this queſtion 3 Do you think 
that thoſe Thouſands of Children were 
2 daptiz d at any time of their Life 
at a | 

A. I ſuppoſe that as they grew to Years of 
diſcretion they were Baptized. 

P. And yet there is no moch thing Regis b 
ſtred. yp 
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A. Let me ſee. Were none of | thoſe 

Men, whoſe Baptiſm is recited in the At-, 
the Sons of Chriſtians ? 
P. Not one: if thoſe Houſholds that we 
read to have been Baptized, had no Children 
in em. And if you conclude that none of 
thoſe Thouſands were Baptized in Infancy, 
becauſe it is not mention'd;. and I conclude 
that they were not Baptiz'd at Age, becauſe 
that is not mention'd neither; the Duakers 
and Socinians (who hold that when the Pa- 
rents and Maſters of Families are Baptiz'd, 
there is no need that their Children or Poſte- 
rity ever after ſhould be Baprtiz'd, but that 
all uſe of Baptiſm may ceaſe in a Chriſtian 
Nation) will take our concluſion, that they 
were not Baptiz'd at all. 1, 
A Rather than. they ſhall do that, I would 
grant that there were Children in the Houſ- 
- holds that were baptiz d: and that the Co- 
rinthian Infants were baptiz'd. 8 

P. T hope you will be ſerious in a thing 
that affects your Conſcience ſo much as you 
ſay this does. And l hope alſo that you will 
not eſpouſe a Principle which muſt eſtabliſn 

the Error of thoſe groſly deluded People. 
A. Let us come to the Second thing, 
which Mr. B. told you was fo uſetul to give 
light in this matter: viz. The Practice of 
the Primitive Chriſtians, who liv'd ſo nigh 
the times of the Apoſtles that they muſt needs 
know. whether Infants were Baptiz'd in the 
Apoſtles time, or not. If I could any ways 
a . come. 
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come by a true Account of the practice of 
thoſe Antient Times, I ſhould be much ſway- 
ed by it: Since theſe Men could by a little 
enquiry know with eaſe and certainty the 
matter of fact about which we are in the dark: 
as we Engliſumen cannot but know what was 
done in England in Q. Elizabeth's time in a 
practice ſo publick and notorious. And ſince 
our queſtion now is about a matter of Fact 
(what the Apoſtles did in this caſe of In- 
ſants) let ſome People ſay what they will in 
{lighting of a humane Authority, it never 
can, nor ever ſhall, ſink into my Head, but 


that they whoſe Fathers or Grandfathers 


liv'd in the Apoſtles time muſt know what 
the Apoſtles did in this matter. And where 
the Scripture is ſhort or doubtfully expreſt, 
theſe Mens Books are, it ſeems, larger: ſa 
that one would think that learned Men might 
be agreed concerning the practice of the 
times I now ſpeak of. But I find ſo much 
contrariety in the accounts given, that there 

muſt be, on one fide or on the other, great 

_ diſingennity us'd by em. 1 with I were able 
to read the Books my ſelf: I would certain- 
ly give a true account, of which fide ſoever 
were. You, I perceive, are conhdent that 
the Antient practice was wWholly on your 
ſide: and ſome Books that I have read, do 
give the account ſo. But then others bring 
in thoſe Antient Fathers ſpeaking all on the 
ber fide. What Verdict can one give up- 
n ſuch contrary evidence? 


5 | i | 
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P. Tam afraid you have read Danvers. That 
Book did me once a great deal of hurt. 
A And l thought it did me a great deal 

of Good. For it leads one thro” all the firſt 
Centuries with quotations ſhewing that a- 
dult baptiſm only was then in uſe. 

P. You muſt of neceſlity read Mr. Baxtey's 
_ Confutation of the ſtrange forgeries of Mr. H. 
Danvers, Or, Mr. Wils's two Books on 
that Subject. With his Appeal to the Anti - 
pœdobaptiſts themſelves, that they onght to 
renounce ſuch a Man. Or, Mr. IWhitſtor. 
Or the Hiſtory of Infant Baptiſm. (4) You'll 


find that that Book (which has been fo mag- 


nified and handed about among thoſe Peo- 
ple, and has miſled feverai of 'em)to be a great 
ſhame anddiſcredit to their cauſe. And in this 


reſpect | may ſay. that afterwardit did me good 


too: for it gave me an averſion to that cauſe 


which was thought to need ſuch forging and 


perverting of Teſtimonies, as evea the Pa- 
piſts do feldom uſe. 


Books you ſpeak of. But I muſt own to you 
my ſuſpicion, whether . that quotation, you 
brought juſt now, as out of Juſtin Martyr, be 
genuine: Where he ſpeaks of ſome Chriſti- 
ans of his acquaintance that were then 79 
Years Old, and had been Baptiz'd intheir 


(4) Fart . Ch. 1, and allover the Book, 


A. 1 ſhall judge of that, when I read tbe 


"a 


about Infant - Bapti . E41 „ 


P. The word ufed by Juſtin, is not the 
word it felt [Ba ized? but ¶ Diſcipled, or 
made Diſciples] as I rehearſed it. It is, as 
told you, the fame word that is uſed by St. 
= Matthew 28. 19. Diſciple the Nations, * 
Fixing, &c. 

- That ome to me 1 ol 
reaſon why Infants cannot p 
becauſe they cannot be diſcipled. Nor NF 
ſee what Jaſtin could mean by the Infants 
being as/cipled to Chriſt, but their being bap- 


tized. But the reaſon of my queſtioning 
whether it be * is, becauſe I have uſed 


to mind how early aufe the quotations are, 
that are brought for 
I do not . that they . any ſo 


early. For Juſtin wrote that Apology at 
the Year after Chriſt's Birth 140. as T re- _. 
member; that is, within 40 Years of the 


death of ſome of the laſt Apoſtles: and 76 
Years reckon'd back from that time, do reach 


into the midſt of the Apoſtles time, and come ; 
within 36 Years of our Saviour's death. | 


P. The quotation is genuine (as Mr. B. af- 
ſured me) and the Book unqueſtion d. You 


may not have met with it before. We are he . | 
holding to Mr. Dorrington () for obſerving | || 


a Paſlage which ſo many him We Oe 
ver-lookt. | 

A Some other paſſages of Antiquity that 
you have mention'd, 1 will I 


{5) Vindication of the Church, 


#5 : 


fant Baptiſm. "Ard 0 


emember and 


„ * 5 

* 1 
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Examine,” Ef) 
ſuy the lied ne never heard of any Chriſtians 
that did not baptize Infants. Did Mr, By: 
tell you of any more? 


P. Yes. He gave me an account out of che Wah 


Four Firſt Centuries. And in the firſt (6) of 
em (whick is the Age of Chriſt and his Apo- 
ſes) there are, beſides the Books of Scrip- 
ture, but 2 or 3 ſhort pieces left. They 
are on other Subjects, and have no diſcourſe 
directly about Infants. But they ſpeak of 
Original Sin with which we are Born: And 
one of em (who wrote before St. John) men- 
tions the neceſſity of baptiſm to all Perſons © 
in order to entrance into God's Kingdom, as 
a known Chriſtian Doctrine at that time. 
For he ſays, none can come there without the 
Seal; and that that Seal is Water. 

In the Second, (7) there are alſo but few 
Books left. Vet of thoſe few, what” Juſtin 
ſays, you have heard: and he diſcourſes - 
moreover of baptiſm being to us inſtead of 


Circumciſion : and of Original Sin, Cc. «* 2 


And Jrenaus (who liv'd 30 Vears after Tu- 
fin) reckoning up the ſeveral ſorts of Per- 
ſans that are by Chriſt Born again unto God! 
mentions Infants expreſly among em. And 
the Word Corn again do's Wich him and 


All Old Writers (and 7uſtin for one) ſignify 
(s) Hiſt. part 1. Ch. I. (7) Hiſt, part 1. CH 
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pecially That of thoſe Men chat ⁶ſ 
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as peculiarly as the word PC?? 
i u! do's with — NN 
A do not ſee how Infants can be fad | 
5 dd pe der en in” e e eee 1 
P. Vou obſerve right. In the Third Ce- 

2 ' tiry(8) Tertullian ( ear after the Apoſtles! 
7 e Opi-! Þ} 
nions, and pes d the received practices in 


th. > — thing 9 8 Cuſtom 
= of buptizing, ofa ; Joung wi. 
1 dos, Ge.” (at * danger of 2 


death) I counted his — to be as good 
dan evidence for Infant Baptiſm as any: for he 
d gives his reaſons and opinion againſtxhe 
Cuftom, as that one plainly | 
words that it senen N 
- FE r ; 
Pa oc] yo Years aſter, doe = 
Bt _—_— as a-known . 
and undoubted : and" (in ons © 
1 1 as having been der / — 1 — 4 
* 23 2. 1 88 
A * 4 IF that were 2 Konm Thinp at tha - -4 
time that the order d o Tel.. 
ian muſt have been a madman to oppoſe xl. 


155 
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P. *Tis probable he did not xnο i. e 

 Ir'& ina Country in Mica where no Apo. 

ſtle ever came, nor nich it? But (Origet® 71 

* vd fiear Fader) and had been Born of Chri=» 
b 4 ſtian parents; and ſo might æno it better⸗- 


And St. Ambroſe and n _ 
ts) ri. part 1. Ch, ,Y, V7 
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74 A Conference between two Men © 
the fame thing, that-the Apoſtles, practis d 
and order'd it. About 40 Years after Ori- 
gen, one Fidus a Country Biſhop, ſent a ſcru- 
Ple of his to St. Cyprian and 66 Biſhops that 
were occaſionally aſſembled ; whether the 
Baptiſm of an Infant muſt not always be on 
the $:h day after his Birth, becauſe Circum- 


anſwer, that his ſcruple is vain ; that the 
Child may (and muſt, if there be danger of 
death) be baptiz'd ſooner, and ſpeak of the 
refuſal of it as dangerous to the Soul's health 
of the Child. This wasabout 150 Years af- 


ter the Apoſtles: and ſome of theſe 66 Bi» 


ſhops:muſt be ſuppoſed to be 70 or 80 year 
Old themſelves, which reaches to half the 
ſpace: And it appears by their Words that 
not one of em made any doubt of Infant 
Baptiſm. = 
A. remember that Letter: But Danvers 
would have it to be ſpurious. - 


P. There is not a piece in all Antiquity 


nuine: For St Hierom and St. Auſtin do ve- 
ry frequently quote paſſages out of it. 
- A. What? to confirm Infant Baptiſm ? 
P. No I told you before that they never 
keard of any one that denied that) but to 
confirm the Doctrine of Original Sin, which 
the Pelagians denied, tho; they owned Infant 
Captiſin. 


ciſion was fo, They ſend him a Letter in 


- that can more certainly-be proved to be ge- 


A 


. 
— — 
o 


Note of their Names. The Council of Eh- 


ie Ben, Bee * 


As for the next Century, (o) "tis endleſs 
to repeat their ſayings; But I have here: a 


beris (year after the Apoſtles. 205) Optatns 


206. Greg. Natzianzen ' 260, St. Ambroſe - 
274. Siricius 284. St. Auſtin 290: Paulinus 


293. .Council of Carthage 297. Another 


300. Another 301. Innocentius. 302. 


A. Hold. Was not that Pope. Innocent 25 
' P; es 
A. Dunvers ſays, he was the firſt that de- 


P. How true that is, you may gueſs by 
what I have rehearſed. And St. Auſtin (be- 
fore Innocent was Pope) Writes that it wu. 


creed Infants to be Baptized. 


ot decreed in any Cauncil, but had been ever in 


wſe. And that no+ Chriſtian Man of any er 


had ever denied it to be uſeful. (7 


A. Go on with your Names. 

P. No. Here. PI give you the Note. 
There are a great many more of em. They 
do all of em (ſome in-ſeveral places of their 
Works, St. Auſtin in above 1000 places) 


ſhew by their Words that Infants: were bap- 


ti⁊ d in their times: and that without contro- 
verſy. There is not one Man of em that pleads 


for it, or goes about to prove it as a thing 
denied by any Chriſtian, except . * Y 


denied all Water-baptiſm.. * 80 
A. Were there then any Quakers i in thoſe 


Days? EN 


(9) Hiſt. part 1. Ch. v0, bc ro XXTIL. (2) 
Part. 2. Ch. X. 
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P. There were ſome Hereticks that denied 
all Baptiſm. But. was only ſome of the 
groſſeſt and moſt enormous ones, and ſuch as 
denied the Scriptures alſo. 


A. And is there no Author in all this l 
ſpace of time that ſpeaks againſt Infant Bap- _ 
tiſm, but only that Tertullian? 


P. Not one among thoſe that owned any 


baptiſm at all. 
4 Nor none that do ſay that i it was the 


 evacom of ſome Churches 40 N * the 


adult? 
P. No ſuch thing. 


rized only the adult. (2) But then in a Poſt- 
ſcript he corrects that. And for Eaftern he 


fays we mult read Wefern. And if it be 
rue of neither of em, how groſs is that? 


But for the ſeveral Sects (3) that were in 
thoſe times, Novatiant, Donatiſts, &c. and for 


the Britons he makes a pretence. You ſay 
St. Auſtin knew of no Sect that denied In- 
fant Baptiſm. Had St. Auſtin any great 
— e of the Sects that were or had 
been? ; find he was Ignorant that Ter- 
rullian had ſpoken . ll ein: 


fl 92 Treatiſe of Baptiſm. cent 4. p. 56. Ed. 2, See 


2 ſt. part 2. Ch. J. (3) Hiſt, part 2. Ch. IV. 
P. He 


A. Then (if! 00 what you ſay to be true) 

Iwill never believe Danvers Book any more. 
For he quotes ſeveral Authors of theſe times 
0 ſay; that in the Eaſtern Church they Bap- 


. 
%S 


* 


mere pains of collecting 


about Iifant- Baptiſi: 8 25 


v. He had ſo good knowledge, r. % 


wrote a Book of all the Sects that were then 
or had been (he reckons 88-and. their ſeveral 


Tenets) and of the Novatiant and Donatiſts. 
writes largely: But not a word of their e | 


ing Infant baptiſm. 
But it had been Pelagius's intereſt Gong 65 
bard preſs d with that Argument; Why are. 


Infants baptiz' d, if they. have no Sin) to- 


have found out ſome that denied it, ik he- 
could. And yet he alſo. declares, as 1 40d. 
you, that he never heard of any, And he was 
a Briton born, but liv'd moſt part of his, 


time at. Nome and Jeruſalem, and d fo muſt. 


needs have heard of 'em, if there had been 


any. 
A. Where may l find . paſſages of the 


Authors. named- in your Note, and the. relb: 


that you refer to? 
P. If you will -read-'em at large, and i - 


their order of time, (which 1 think is better . 


than reading of ſcraps) you may ſee em in- 


a. Book call'd The Hiſtory of Infant Baptiſm: 


That Writer pretends to little more than the 
em: bat he has 


done it at large, and in the Authors o W. 


— ́——̃ —ͤ—ͤ— 
m_—_ 


or " 
— 


words, and refert'd to the Book and hg 1 


r: whence they are copied. 


4 Do theſe Fathers feem to have conſt- 


dered thoſe things which the Antipœdobap - 
tiſts do now uſe as Reaſons 
of Infants: as that they have no ſenſe” 


of. the Cs no Faith, &c? 


# . Y * 
8 „ . 
. . 24 — — 
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againſt the bap-- 


a r * 
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P. Yes. As appears in ;the Diſtourſe 
they have (4) about the Godfathers 
profeſſing in the Name of the Child, that he 
does rendunce, believe, &c. Where chey con- 
fees that the Child has not in any proper 
Senſe, Faith, &c. but · that it is only the God- 
fathers declaring, in the Name of the Child 
that Part of the” Covenant which the Child 
is bound to believe and perform, if he live.. 
| So far -are they from thinking this a Reaſon, 
the baptizing of em. 
4. Then they ved Godfathers i ny thoſe: 
times toes. 


P. Ves. Your own Friend Tertallis an (year | 


after the Apoſtles 100) ſpeaks of em as — 


ing then in uſe, where he ſpeaks of the o- 


ther: And fo do many of the reſt. - 


- A. — no Church, Sect or 


Society 
there ſeem to have been a great many parti- 
etllar Chriſtians that let their Children grow 


that renounced - Tnfant-Baptiſin 


bring many (5) Inſtances of 
Conſtamine, &c. and many other Men, as 
Auſtin, &c. that had Chriſtian Parents, 4d 
yet were baptiz'd at full Age. And here (ex- 
cuſe me if I deal freely with you) I ean 
the contrary of what you have ſaid. You ſay 
St. Aſtin never Had heard of any Chriſtian: 
| of our Opinion: Tis plain that his own Fa- 


(a4 Hiſt. pam t 2, 88 X 5 1.11, 16, . (s) Hiſt,” 
Part 2. Ch, UL 


up vnbaptiz'd- For the Antipedobaptiſts , 
Emperors, as 


prove 


ther 


— 
- 


Deſire being above Thirty years 


aſe Tufant Baptiſm.” 


ther was of this Opinion · bavemy fel rend 


Books of Confeſſions where he in the Ninth 
Book tells- how he was baptiz'd 1 One 

P. 1 have ſeen fourteen ſuch — 
brought. But I have (x) ſeen thirteen of em 


and the fourteenth proved to be a diſpotable 


Caſe. Bot none of em more: palpable mi- 


ſtakes than thoſe two you mention. Did 


not you read in thoſe Books of St. Auſtin chat 


his Father was a Heathen, and did not turn 
Chriſtian till a little before his Death? 


| A. I did not mind any ſuch ting: 


P. Then when you read dem again, mind 
what he ſaies, in the firſt Book, Ch. 2. S& 
cond Book, Ch. 3- Ninth Book, Ch. 9. yon 
find what I ſay, to be true. And for Conftan- 


tine, don't you remember that be was the 


firſt Chriſtian Emperor? 10 


A. Yes: Every one has lieerd ef Um 21.1 
P. Do you think that the firſt Chriſtiart 


Father ? | 
. Was his Father Emperor? /- ala 
P. Yes. (6) Conſtanti 


D us Chldrns. gel det 

at York d of the Imperial Dig 

He died a Heathen. = * 2 . 
A. Then what makes people unte ſuc 


| Bull? think that after the Fourth Century 


* 
1 * o 3 
1 . 

* % 


ſhewn to be Miſtakes, or to fail of Proof? 


f 
2 


Emperor had a Chriſtian N for his | | 
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the Antipœdobaptiſts do confeſs, that Infant- j 
Baptiſm did generally prevail. ke; 
P. Yes. Mr. Tombs ſaies, (7) That St. Au- | 
ftin's Authority carried it in the following Ages 8 
almoſt without control. Which is hard, when * {| 
St. Auſtin profeſſes ſolemnly that he never pl 
heard of any one in his time, or ever before, 
that oppos d it. il: bas | 
A. But hark ye. Did not theſe ancient ' 
Chriſtians give the Communion to Infants | 
| as well as Baptiſm? /; 17 7 | 
Pei. No. None of the moſt ancient. (8) I | 
St. Cyprian's time there was a Cuſtom of gi- 
ving it in his Church to young Boys or Girls 
of about four or five year old. And after- ? 
wards meer Infants received it in ſome | 
Churches. But not till after the year 400. | 
as far as I can find. I believe that Pope 
Innocent, whom Danvers makes the firſt De- 
creer of Infant-Baptiſm, was really the firſt | 
that decreed that they muſt receive the Com- 
munion. E . | | 
A. In what manner do you find that theſs -/ |} 
ancient Chriſtians adminiſtred Baptiſm to . 
Infants and others? By dipping? Or by 1 
pouring Water on the Face? % af 
P. By dipping generally. (9) But if the. 
Perſon were weak, ſo that going into the- | 
Water might endanger his Life; or in times 
of great haſte, want of Water, or other ne- 


| 00 Examen part 1. F. 8. (8) Hiſt. part 2. Ch. IX: 
$. 15, 16, 17. (9) Hiſt. part 2. Ch, I. f. 2. 
<> 4 cellity, 
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ceſſity, ay gare it it by ping Water os the 
Face. 


ſon baptiz d by putting Water on the face, 


walh, they eat not. St. Mark's. on werds 


A. Then they did not think Hoping to be 
of the Eſſence of Baptiſm: ſo as that a Per- 


ſhould be accounted as not ſufficiently ba 
tiz d. Our Saviour in his Command u 


only this Ward, Baptixe. Now what did 


Mr. B. tell you was the proper Siguification 


and Uſe of that Word in nber places of 
Scripture? 


P. The Word, tobaptize, in Scripture 17 
is uſed for any waſhing, whether in whole or 


in part; whether in a Sacramental way, or 


on other Occaſions. And the Sacramental 
waſhiag is ſometimes expreſs'd by the word 


 Baptize, and ſometimes by other words that 
are uſed for common waſhing. 


A. What places of Scripture did he he bring, 


where the word Baptize is uſed for any 0- 


ther waſhing than that of dipping? - +3 
P. Luke 11. 38. The waſhing of the Hands 


is called the baptizing of the Man. For where 


we read; The Phariſee mar valled that be had 


not waſhed before Dinner. St. Luke's own 


words are; That he was not baptized before 


Dinner. And ſo, where we read; Mart 7. 


4. When they came from Market, =exceps they 


are; Except they be baptized, they 2a 
Now this waſhing before Dauner was re 


* 1264 
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the waſhing of the Hands: as we ſee, dark 
7. F. and that was by a Servant's pouring 
Water on the Hands. He brought alſo ſe- 
veral other places, 15 | | 
A. And where is the Sacramental waſhing ® | * 
expreſs'd by other words that are uſed for 
common waſhing ? | 
P. Eph. 5..26. The waſhins of Water. Tit. 
3. 5. The. waſhing of Regeneration. Heb. 10. 22. 
Having our Bodies waſhed. The word here 
uſed in the Original, is not 6aprizing, but 
( as Mr. B. aſſured me) the ſame that 1s uſed, 
All, 16. 33. Hewaſhedtheir Stripes, No Man 
— think they were put into the Water for 
4 | 
Ai. 1 ſhall be leſs anxious about this: part- 
Ty becauſe our Saviour has given vs a Rule, 
Matth. 12. 3, 4,7: that what is needful to 
- preſerve Lie, is to be preferred before out- 
ward Ceremonies : and partly becauſe in the 
Church of England ( and fo I ſuppoſe ino: 
ther Churches) any Man may have his Child 1 7 
dippd at Baptiſm, if he will venture tge 
'Eife of his Child. 
But for the baptizing of I»fanrs, I ſhall 
conſider, read and confer on the ſeveral 
things you have mention'd: and what will 
be the Reſult 1 know not: but I am reſolv'd 
to take your Advice in conferring with our 
Curate, or ſome other Miniſter, before I 
determine on any Alteration. For I find that 
they knom many things that are uſeful to 
: | | 1% Bad | 
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find the true Senſe of a Wil rie 
more than we do. 

P. If yon do ſo; and with a0 uoprejudic'd 
Mind; I do not much doubt but that, by the 
Grace of God , you will, not only overcome 
all your Scruples, but allo be more confirmd 
in the Opinion of the Validity of your Bap» 
tiſm, and more thankful for the Spiritual Bee 
nefirs conveyed to you by it, than ever you 
were before your doubting: as (1 thank 
God) lam. There are many that were of 
our Church, who are now far gone in their 
new Ways, and become Teachers in em, who 
wanted nothing but this, to have kept em 
ſteady in the Unity of the * of dun 5 
"= of its. Dae Kat 
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